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TO'' 

T O H N HO  WA  R D.  esq,' 

>• 

D A R SIR, 

IT  was  owing  to  a converfation  I had  the  advantage 
to  hold  with  you  at  Vienna,  that,  in  profecuting  my 
travels  into  the  Northern  kingdoms,  I turned  my  atten- 
tion on  the  Rate  and  management  of  their  refpedlive 
prifons  and  hofpitals : and  if  any  ufeful  Information 
Ihould  refult  from  my  inquiries,  it  muft- principally 
be  aferibed  to  the  hints  and  fnggeRions  you  favoured 
me  with.  To  you,  therefore,  I beg  leave  to  inferibe 
the  following  obfervatlons ; happy,  if  they  fhould  even 
In  the  fmalleft  degree  contribute  towards  perfedling 
that  plan  of  reformation  in  our  county  and  town  jails ; 

which. 


f Vi  3 

which,  with  the  moft  exemplary  fpirlt'of  philanthro- 
py and  perfevering  zeal,  it  is  the  great  objeft  of  your 
benevolent  and  truly  patriotic  labours  to  effedt.  I em- 
brace with  peculiar  fatisfadtion  the  opportunity  which 
the  prefent  occafion  affords  me  of  publicly  teflifying 
the  fincere  refpedt  and  efleem,  with  which  I am. 


Dear  'Sif, 


your  obedient 
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4^ 


' . ' humble  Servant, 


WIL'LIAMCOXEi 

' -i.j  ' ' 


Cambridge^ 
Nov.  1 8,  1780.'' 
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CHAPTER  I. 


ON  THE  SEVERAL  MODES  OF  PUNISHMENT  FOR 
CRIMINAL  OFFENCES  IN  RUSSIA — DESCRIP- 
TION OF  THE  KNOOT ABOLITION  OF  TOR- 
TURE  TRANSPORTATION  TO  SIBERIA — CON- 

DEMNATION TO  THE  MINES — LAWS  RELAT-- 
ING  TO  DEBTORS, 

Much  has  been  fald  concerning  the  humanity  of  the 
Penal  Laws  of  Ruflia,  no  crimes,  except  high  trea- 
fon,  being  punifhecl  by  death,  fince  the  acceflion  of  Eli- 
zabeth. However  we  may  incline  to  the  fide  of  humanity, 
or  conclude  that  capital  puniflirnents  are  often  too  highly  in- 
fiifted ; yet  it  appears  a great  defedl  in  the  Ruffian  police  not 
to  punifh  the  moll  atrocious  crimes,  fuch  as  premeditated  mur- 
der, by  public  executions ; and  efpecially  as  death  is  not  un- 
frequently  the  confequence  of  a puniflunent  apparently  more 
mild.  For  although  it  is  true,  according  to  the  flritSl  let- 

A ter 
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ON  1‘HE  SEVERAL 


TAL  pu- 
nish- 
ments IN 
RUSSIA 
EXCEPT- 
ING yo^ 
HIGH 

treason* 

rUNISH- 
M1NT5  IN 

RUSSIA* 


Kp  ter  of  the  law,  that  there  arc  no  capital  punifliments  in  Ruflia, 
excepting  in  the  cafe  abovementioned ; yet  it  is  not  abfolutely 
true  in  fa£l : for  it  fometimes  happens,  that  the  malefaftor, 
convifted  of  very  atrocious  crimes,  is  fentenced  to  receive  fq 
many  ftrokes  of  the  knoot  *,  that  he  expires  either  under  the 
infli£lion,  or  foon  after  it,  , , • 

The  principal  punifhments  for  criminal  offences  are,  the 
knoot,  marking  in  the  face,  tearing  the  ncftrils,  tranfporta- 
tipn  tq  Siberia,  condemnation  to  the  mines,  hard  labour,  and 
whipping.  Perfons  convifted  of  high  treafpn  are  either  be- 
headed, or  iq:iprifoned  for  life'. 

The  knoot  is  a thong  of  leather  about  the  thicknefs  of  a 
crown-piece,  and  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  broad,  taper- 
ing  gradually  towards  the  end  ; it  is  tied  to  a thick  whip, 
which  is  faftened  by  means  of  an  iron  ring  to  a piece  of 
leather,  that  afts  like  a fjrring;  the  whole  is  bound  to  a Ihort 
wooden  handle.  The  criminal  is  ftripped  to  the  w^aift,  and 
horfed  upon  a man’s  back,  with  weights  tied  to  his  heels. 
The  executioner  ftrikes  him  upon  the  back  with  ^he  flat  end 
pf  the  thong. 

The  knoot  is  not  epnfidered  as  a punifhment  in  itfelf 
adequate  to  capital  crimes ; it  being  inflifted  for  fmaller 
offences  f : in  capital  cafes  it  is  only  part  of  the  penalty; 
piarking  in  the  facp,  ^ rtearing  the  noftrils,  arid  coudemna- 


T HE 

K.HOOT. 


^ It  is  not  always  the  number  oj  the  ffrqkes,  but  the  tncthod  of  applying  them, 
v.'hich  occafions  the  tleaih  of  the  criminal ; for  t!ic  executioner  can  kill  him  in 
three  or  four  blows  by  llriking  him  upon  the. ribs.  While  I -was  at  Peterlburgh 
a perfon  convidled  of  murder  received  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  llrokes  of 
the  knoot : 1 faw  him  three  weeks  afterwards  in  p.rifon  ; he  was  almell  entirely 
cured,  and  looked  perfeftly  recovered. 

In  1778,  three  perfons  died  at  Peterlburgh  from  the  confequcnccs  of  the  knoot. 

•J-  A theft  of  20  roubles  or  upwards  is  punillied  with  tlic  knoot. 

J The  noflrils  arc  not  Hit,  but  torn  with  a pair  of  pincers. 
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MObES  OF  PUNISHMENT,  &c. 

y*  ^ 

{ton  to  the  mines  of  Siberia,  are  fubftituted  in  lieu  of  death, 
tVhich  was  the  puniftiment  according  to  the  former  lavvs^ 

Formerly  the  criminal  convifted  of  atrocious  crimes,  or^BoLiTr- 

■'  ...  OM 

fufpedfed  of  high  treafori,  was  ufually  puniflied  in  the  fol-TOKxuK** 
lowing  rrianner ; his  arms  being  tied  behind  and  faftened  to 
a rope,  were  drawn  up  in  a pulley,  fo  that  his  body  was  fuf- 
pended  in  the  air;  by  thefe  rheans  his  flioulders  were  necef- 
Ihrily  diflocated  ; and  iri  this  htuation  he  received  the  ftrokes 
of  the  knoot.  But  this  horrid  punifliment,  together  with 
every  otlier  fpecies  of  torture  *,  has  been  entirely  aboliflied 
by  the  prefent  emprefs,  who  has  effefled  many  great  and 
bcneticial  regulations  in  the  interior  police  of  her  vaft  em- 
pire, and  particularly  in  the  courts  of  juftice  : regulations  as 
humane  as  they  are  juft;  and  which  reflcft  as  much  honour 
ujpon  this  great  princefs  as  the  moft  brilliant  a£Uons  of  her  reign; 

* Although  the  fovefeign  of  Ruffia  is  abfolute  iri  the  moft  uhllrriitetl  fenfe  of 
the  word  j yet  the  prejudice  of  the  Ruffians  rcfpe£ling  the  neceffity  of  torture 
(and  a wife  legidator  will  ever  refptft  popular  prejudices  he  they  ever  fo  abfurd  and 
unreafonable)  vVere  fo  deeply  rooted  from  immemorial  cuftom,  that  it  required  very 
great  circumfpeftiori  in  the  Eniprefs  not  to  raifd  difconcents  by  an  immediate  abo- 
lition of  that  inhuman  praftice.  Accordingly  the  cautious  manner  in  which  it 
was  gradually  prohibited  difeovers  as  much  judgment  as  humanity.  ' 

In  1762;  the  Emprefs,  foon  after  her  acceffion  to  the  crown,  took  away  the 
power  of  inflifting  torture  in  order  to  extdrt.  confeffisn,  from  the  inferior  juftices^ 
bjr  whom  it  had  been  ihamefully  abufed. 

In  1767,  a fecret  order  was  given  to  the  waywodes,  or  judges,  in  the  fevcral 
provinces,  thatj  whenever  they  Ihould  think  torture  fequifite  to  fctcc  a criminal 
to  canfcffionj  they  thould  draw  up  the  general  articles  of  the  charge;  together  with 
the  proofs;  and  lay  the  cafe  before  the  governof  of  the  province,  for  his  con- 
fidcration  : and  all  the  governors  had  received  previous  dircdlions  to  detennino  thd 
cafe  according  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  tenth  chapter  of  her  majefty’s 
inftruAions  for  a nev/  code  of  laws  ; vvherein  torture  is  proved  to  be  both  ufelef* 
and  cruel.  This  therefore  was  a tacit  abolltiorl  of  torture. 

•*  lailruc.  de  Cath.  II.  pour  un  nouveau  code  dc  Loir,  Sre  .p.  51  to  5^. 

A ^ 
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Petty  offenders  are  * either  whipped,  tranfported  into  Sibe- 
ria as  colonifts,  or  condemned  to  hard  labour  for  a ftated 
period. 

Felons,  after  they  have  received  the  knoot,  and  their  cheeks 
and  foreheads  marked,  are  fometiines  fenteiiced  for  life  to 
the  publick  works  at  Cronftadt,  Vifhnei  Volofhok,  and 
other  places : but  the  common  pradlice  is  to  fend  them  into 
Siberia,  where  they  are  condemned  for  life  to  the  mines  of 
Ncrfhinflc. 

Twice  a year,  namely,  in  fpring  and  autumn,  they  are  fent 
thither  from  different  parts  of  the  Ruffian  dominions,  viz. 
from  Peterfburgh,  Mofeow  f,  and  the  particular  towns  in 
which  the  courts  of  juftice  are  held. 

poRTATi-  They  meet  upon  the  road  at  the  feveral  places  affigned 
ON  TO  SI-  for  that  purpofe.  They  travel  part  of  the  way  by  water,  and 
part  by  land ; are  chained  two  and  two  together,  and  the 
whole  firing  of  them  united  by  a long  rope  : at  night  they  arc 
loofened  from  the  rope,  carried  to  different  cottages,  and 
guarded  by  the  foldiers  who  condu>5l  them.  Petty  offenders 
and  vagabonds  are  fent  with  the  felons  : J as  are  peafants  alfo 


* Befides  the  knoot  there  arc  two  otlier  inftruments  for  whipping,  the  plett  and 
the  katze ; they  are  both  a kind  of  cat-o’  nine  tails,  with  this  difference,  that 
the  cords  of  the  katze  are  fteeped  in  pitch  ; the  katze  is  principally  ufed  for  the 
punifhmcnt  of  failors  ; the  plett  for  fmall  offences. 

The  batoguc  is  another  fpecics  of  punifhment  for  petty  offences  : it  conflfts  of 
fVrikingthe  foies  of  the  feet  with  a thla  flick. 

•f-  Juft  before  I came  to  Mofeow  248  convifts  and  colonifts  had  been  fent  to 
/ Siberia  from  thence.  Thefe  perfons  were  not  all  tried  at  Mofeow,  but  part  had 

been  fent  from  Peterfburg,  Twer,  and  other  governments,  to  Mofeow;  being  one 
of  the  places  of  ren4ezvous  appointed  for  thefe  prifoners.  I was  informed  that, 
according  to  a rough  calculation,  about  500  are  yearly  difpatchcd  from  Mofeow 
to  Siberia. 

In  Ruflia  the  peafants  are  all  flaves,  and  the  landholder  is  entirely  mafter  of 
their  perfon  and  property  : he  may  inflift  of  his  own  private  authority  whatever 
punifhment  he  plcafes,  but  he  cannot  by  the  letter  of  the  law  takeaway  their 
lives.  If  the  peafant  dies  within  three  days  after  the  punifhment  infllfted  by- 
order  of  his  mafter,  the  latter  is  guilty  of  murder.  In  all  civil  crimes  the  pea- 
faiic  is  delivered  to  government,  and  takes  his  trial  in  the  courts  of  juftice. 

1 b<y 
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by  order  of  their  maftcrs,  who  are  empowered  to  inflifl  that 
punifliment,  only  affigning  the  caufe  of  offence. 

The  allowance  to  each  tranfported  perfon  is  two  copecs 
per  day. 

When  the  whole  troop  arrive  at  Tobolik,  the  governor, 
who  has  a lift  of  their  names  and  different  crimes,  diftributes 
fome  of  thofe  who  have  been  bred  to  handicraft  trades  in  the 
town,  afligning  them  to  different  mafters  ; others  he  fettles  as 
colonifts  in  the  neighbouring  country.  The  remainder  pro- 
ceed to  Irkutfic  ; where  the  governor  in  the  fame  manner  fe- 
ledls  fome  for  the  town,  and  others  for  the  country. 

The  felons  are  tranfported  to  the  difttift  of  Nerfhinfk; 
where  they  are  condemned  to  work  in  the  lilver  mines,  and 
at  the  different  forges.  There  are  upon  an  average  from  1600 
to  2000  of  thefe  convifts.  The  greateft  part  are  confined 
in  barracks,  excepting  thofe  who  are  married : the  latter  arc 
permitted  to  build  huts  near  the  mines,  for  themfelves  and 
families. 

Each  convidb  receives  a certain  quantity  of  rye  flower, 
about  feventy  pound  per  month;  and  one  copec  and  an  half  ^ 
per  day,  when  they  work.  They  are  clothed  at  the  expence 
of  government.  Each  convift  ftands  the  crown  in  thirty-five 
roubles  per  annum  : for  which  fum  a free  labourer  might  be 
hired. 

When  we  conlider  the  number  of  felons  who  die  under 
the  knoot ; thofe  alfo  who  occafionally  perifh  through  fa- 
tigue f during  the  length  of  the  journey  to  Nerfliinfk ; and 


* A copec  is  nearly  equal  to  a half-penny  of  our  money  ; a roublc=ioo  copecs; 
five  roubles, ■=:a  pound  fterling. 

f From  Petertburgh  to  Mofeow,  — — 734  verfts. 

From  Mofeow  to  Tobolik,  — — — 2385 

From  Tobolik  to  Irkutflc,  — — — . zqi8 

From  Irkutlk  to  Ncrlhinlk,  " — — — 1129 


7,16.6  verfts=4776  Englilh  miles. 

tlie 


CONVICTS 
AT  THE 
MINES  «F 
NER- 
SHINSK. 


ON  THE  SEVERAL 


tAWS  RE- 
rATINO 
TO  deb- 
tors* 


iTie  wretched  ftate  of  the  convifts  in  the  mines ; it  will  ap- 
pear, that  the  penal  laws  in  RufRa  are  not  fo  humane  as  fomei 
authors  have  afferted.  And  indeed  upon  a general  calculation 
it  will  perhaps  be  found,  that,  notvvithftanding  the  oftenfiMei 
mildnefs  of  the  penal  laws,  not  fewer  crimitials  fiiffer  death  i'^ 
Ruflia,  than  in  thofe  countries  wherein  capital  punifhments 
are  authorifed  by  the  laws. 

The  laws  relating  to  debtors  are  as  follow  : infolvent  deb- 
tors are  confidered  by  the  law  of  Ruffia  as  Haves;  and  they 
ought  to  be  fold  to  merchants  ; or  to  be  fent  to  the  public 
works  for  a certain  number  of  years  proportionable  to 
their  debts.  7'he  infolvent  debtor  therefore  fhould  be  firfl 
offered  for  fale  to  a private  merchant ; who  clothes  and  feeds 
him,  and  allows  him  befides  twenty-four  roubles  per  annum  ; 
which  fum  is  given  to  his  creditors  towards  the  payment  of  his 
debts.  If  no  merchant  will  receive  him  under  fuch  condi- 
tions, he  is  fent  to  the  public  works  with  the  criminals* 
In  this  inflance  the  crown  allows  24  roubles  per  ann.  for  the 
price  of  his  labour  ; half  of  this  fum  goes  towards  the  fupport 
of  the  prifoner,  and  the  remainder  is  paid  to  the  creditors* 
The  number  of  years  for  which  he  is  condemned  depends  upon 
his  debts  ; if  they  are  large,  he  is  fentenced  for  life  ; or,  what' 
amounts  to  the  fame  thing,  for  eighty,  one  or  two  hundred 
years,  until  the  debts  would  be  paid  by  thefe  yearly  inftal- 
ments : if  the  debt  is  fmall,  he  recovers  his  liberty  fooner, 
viz.  when  the  fum  is  difcharged  for  which  he  is  imprifoned. 

This 


'*  Tfie  principle  of  obliging  the  debtor  to  Work  off  his  debts  by  his  own  labour 
Is  juft  and  plaufible  in  theory,  and  would  prove  of  great  advantage,  if  it  could  be 
put  in  pradlice  in  England,  without  thofe  abufes  with  which  it  is  frequently  ac- 
companied in  Ruflia  ; for  it  feems  very  unjuft  as  well  as  inhuman  to  force  the 
debtor  to  work  in  company  with  muderers,  houfe-breakers,  and  other  male* 
faftors.  If  a plan  could  be  formed  upon  (imilar  principles,  and  by  no  means  dif-' 
gr.tecful  to  the  debtor,  it  would  be  more  beneficial  to  the  country  than  to  confiner 
> a numbu/ 
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This  is  the  general  law  in  Ruffia  refpeding  debtors  ; but  It  is 
not  always  put  in  execution  : for,  when  I vifited  the  priions, 

I faw  levcral  uiflances  of  debtors,  who  were  confined  for  a 
very  luKill  fum,  and  who  had  been  in  prifon  a confiderable 
time.  This  abufe,  however,  is  only  pbfervable  in  the  gor 
vernments  which  are  ftill  undpr  the  old  eftablifhinent it  is 

a rumbc.  of  pcrfons  In  Idlenefs  without  any  profpeft  of  paying  their  debts,  and 
with  no  hope  of  being  releafed  but  by  an  aft  of  infolvency.  Such  an  aft  is  fre- 
quently very  injurious  to  the  creditor,  though  necelTary,  according  to  the  prefent 
laws  relating  to  debts,  for  the  occafipnal  difcharge  of  infplvent  debtors;  many 
of  whom  would  otherwife  continue  in  prifon  during  their  whole  lives.  This 
method  would  likcwife  be  far  more  beneficial  to  fociety  than  a charitable  fub- 
fcription  for  releafing  poor  debtors  : for  all  thefe  charities,  though  in  themfelves 
veiy  laudable  and  humane,  ypt  often  encourage  perfons  to  run  in  debt;  apd  the 
money  raTcd  for  the  difcharge  of  debtors  might  be  more  ufefully  employed  in  mak- 
ing them  releafe  themfelves  by  their  own  labour. 

If  1 may  be  allowed  to  hazard  a general  plan,  fuch  an  inftltution  Ihould  be 
fimllar  to  that  of  the  Malfon  dc  Force  at  Ghent;  (fee  Howard  on  Prifons,  p. 
J3Z,  &c.)  only  of  courfe  it  would  not  be  diflionourable ; and  it  Ihould  be  ap- 
propriated entirely  to  debtors,  who  fhould  be-treated  with  all  properindulgence  and 
humanity.  DlfFcrent  forts  of  manufaftures  and  trades  Hiould  be  carried  on;  fo 
that  the  debtor,  if  he  was  of  any  handicraft  trade,  might  follow  his  own  caUing  ; 
if  not,  he  fhould  be  taught  fome  trade.  The  creditor  fhould  immediately  after  the 
arreft  be  obliged  to  pay  regularly  the  4d.  which  according  to  law  ought  always 
fo  be  paid  : this  money,  together  with  any  addition  which  might  be  thought 
proper,  Ihould  be  appropriated  to  the  fuflenance  of  the  prlfoner.  What  he 
parned  by  his  own  labour  Ihould  be  laid  by  for  the  difcharge  of  his  debts;  this 
fum  fhould  be  increafed  or  diminifhed  in  proportion  to  his  Indullry  and  good  be- 
haviour. Suppofing  that  by  the  manufaftures  and  charitable  contributions  each  pri- 
foner  could  earn  upon  an  average  a fhilling  per  day  ; a debt  of  20I.  could  be  paid 
ofi'  in  little  more  than  a year  : and  in  ten  years,  near  iool.  And  when  it  is 

confidcred  that  the  greateft  number  of  unhappy  perfons,  who  are  confined  for 
|lebt,  arc  imprlfoned  for  fmall  fum^,  the  utility  of  fuch  an  inllitution,  if  prafti-- 
cable,  is  evident.  “ Mr.  Howard  found  in  one  of  his  journeys  through  England, 

“ near  600  ppifoners  whofe  debts  were  under  20I.  each.”  Howard  on  Prifons,  p.  6. 
8vo.  edit. 

Thefe  hints  are  fubmitted  with  great  deference  to  the  candid  confideration  of 
thofe  perfons,  who  intcrcfl  themfelves  in  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-creatures  ii\ 
diflrefs ; ant)  particularly  of  lord  Beauchamp,  who  in  his  parliamentary  duty 
fhewed  fo  benevolent  a dilpofitlon  to  promote,  the  relief  of  poor  debtors. 

correclf^ 
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corre£lecl  in  the  new  governments,  in  which  the  new  code 
of  laws  * drawn  up  by  the  prefent  emprefs  is  introduced. 

Another  abufe,  however,  not  fo  eafy  to  redtify,  ftill  adheres 
to  this  law  : a merchant,  for  inftance,  declares  himfelf  infol- 
vent,  and  is  accordingly  offered  for  fale  ; a friend  purchafes 
him  for  the  twenty-four  roubles  per  ann.  and  immediately 
gives  him  his  liberty.  By  this  fraudulent  behaviour  the 
merchant  may  embezzle  large  fums  of  money,  which  are  due 
to  his  creditors,  and  is  quit  upon  paying  the  24  roubles  per 
ann.  for  which  his  friend  is  bound.  An  inftance  of  this  occur- 
red not  long  ago  : but  the  governor  of  the  province,  fufpefting 
a fraud,  infifted  upon  the  merchant’s  being  fent  to  the  public 
works ; this  threat  intimidated  him,  and  he  difeharged  his  debts 
to  a very  large  amount,  which  he  would  otherwife  have  em- 
bezzled. 

/ 

* See  Inftruftion  de.  Sa  MaJ.  Imp.  Catherine  II.  poor  la  commiflion  chargee  de 
drelTer  le  projeft  d'un  nouveau  code  de  loix  a St.  Peterlburg,  lyd'g  ; ic  Rcglemens 
de  Sa  Maj.  Imp.  Cath.  II.  pour  Tadminlftration  des  gouvernemcncs  de  I’empire  de 
Ruflie,  St.  Pet.  1778.  Thefe  papers,  compiled  by  the  Emprefs  hcrfclf,  breathe  the 
true  fpirit  of  genuine  leglflation. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


PRISONS  AND  HOSPITALS  AT  MOSCOW TWER 

■ VISHNEI  VOLOSHOK AND  NOVOGOROD. 

» 

AVING  thus  endeavoured  to  ftate  in  general  terms 


the  punifliinents  ufed  in  Ruffia,  I fliall  now  lay  be- 
fore the  reader  an  account  of  the  feveral  prifons  and  hofpitals 
which  I vihted  during  my  continuance  in  that  country. 

Having,  foon  after  my  arrival  at  Mofcow  in  the  month  of  Moscow. 
September  1778,  applied  to  Prince  Volkoniflii,  governor  of 
that  city,  for  permilhon  to  vifit  the  prifons,  which  in  general 
are  not  fliewn  to  ftrangers ; that  nobleman  granted  me  the 
permilhon  with  the  utmoft  readinefs ; and  fent  his  aid  dc  camp  . 
to  accompany  me,  and  to  ferve  as  an  interpreter. 

The  prifon  for  foldiers  is  at  Buturki,  about  two  miles  from  prison 
the  town,  in  the  middle  of  an  open  plain.  It  is  a large  court  diers°^ 
bounded  by  wooden  palifadoes  of  about  twenty-five  feet  high. 

Within  this  court  is  one  wooden  houfe  of  about  thirty  feet 
fejuare,  confilling  of  one  ward,  in  which  48  prifoners  were 
confined  : the  room  is  about  fixteen  feet  high,  and  there  arc 
feveral  ranges  of  broad  benches  projecling  from  the  wall,  one 
above  the  other,  upon  which  the  prifoners  lay  down  j neither 
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bed,  ccverletc,  nor  ftraw,  are  allowed.  During  the  day-time 
they  are  fuffered  to  walk,  in  the  court-yard  within  the  large 
fquare,  bnt  at  night  they  are  all  locked  into  the  houfe;  no 
brandy  is  allowed  to  be  fold  according  to  the  ftricl  letter  of  the 
law.  This  rule  holds  good  with  refpe£l  to  the  prifoners  in 
general ; but  in  inoft  places  they  can  cafily  find  means  tq 
procure  it,  if  they  have  but  money  for  that  purpofe.  In 
cafe  of  ficknefs  the  patients  (unlefs  they  are  felons,  and  then 
they  are  attended  by  a phyfician  or  furgeon  v/ithin  the  prifon) 
are  fent  to  the  military  hofpital.  Near  the  prifon  without  the 
palifadoes  is  a well,  where  two  prifoners,  attended  by  a guard, 
arc  fuffered  to  draw  water  for  the  ufc  of  the  whole  number. 

The  prifon  of  the  police,  or  Kaluka  Oflrog,  is  fituated  in 
one  of  the  fuburbs.  It  is  a large  fquare  enclofed  within  high 
palifadoes : before  it  is  a brick  building  for  the  feveral  officers 
belonging  to  the  prifon.  VVithin  the  large  fquare  are  feveral 
other  courts  or  yards  feparated  from  each  other,  and  fur- 
rounded  alfo  with  wooden  palifadoes;  and  in  each  of  thefc 
courts  are  four,  fix,  or  eight,  wooden  houfes,  each  confift- 
ing  of  one  large  room.  There  are  tvventy-nve  rooms ; 
and  in  each  room  more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty  perfons 
are  never  confined.  To  each  houfe  is  an  iron  door  which  is 
locked  up  at  niglit,  and  the  prifoners  are  confined  within; 
during  the  day  they  are  at  liberty  to  walk  about  in  the  court- 
vard.  There  weie  qy  prifoners;  and  there  have  been 
near  800  confined  at  the  fame  time  in  all  the  different 
lioufes  f . 

It  may  be  proper  to. remark  in  this  place  that  it  is  no  hardfhip  in  Ruffia  to 
jjllow  no  beds  or  ftraw  to  the  prifoners ; becaufe  the  pcafants  in  -general  never 
llcep  in  beds,  bui  upon  ilic  bare  iloor,  or  benches  of  their  cottages  ; they  fomc- 
timcs  (pread  thc:r  llrep-fi<in  clothes  under  them. 

This  plan  of  dividing  tlic  parts  of  the  prifon  into  dlllerer.t  court-yards,  ap- 
pears iw  be  the  iiefr  ri  at  can  be  adopted  for  the  health  of  the  prifoners,  as  each 
pcilon  is  auic  to  be  out  in  the  air  during  the  day. 
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in  one  of  the  courts  there  is  a well,  and,  every  evening,  two 
priforiers  from  each  ward  are  allowed  to  draw  as  much  water 
as  they  pleafe. 

At  prefent  the  condemned  and  other  felonsj  arid  petty  ofTeri- 
ders  are  all  confined  together  without  diftin£lion.  It  is  pio- 
pofed,  however,  to  build  feperate  wards,  in  order  to  confine 
thofe  who  aife  ordered  for  Siberia.  The  felons  were  in  irons; 
two  were  chained  together  ; they  had  received  the  knoot,  &:c. 
and  were  to  be  fent  into  Siberia.  The  criminals  after  con- 
demriation  receive  one  coped  per  day  : the  others  who  are  not 
yet  tried,  are  allowed  nothings  but  live  by  charity  ; what  is 
collefted  for  them  is  divided  once  a w'eek  ; the  moft  each  pri- 
foner  has  received  has  been  fifry  copecs ; the  leaft  five  ; upon 
an  average  about  fifteen  per  w'eek.  Rye  bread,  which  is  the 
food  of  the  common  people,  is  very  cheap;  a copec,  which 
is  equal  to  about  an  half-penny  of  our  money,  will  purchafe 
^ above  a pound.  The  prifoners  all  feemed  to  be  in  tolerable 
' good  plight,'  and  did  not  appear  aS  if  they  w'anted  nouriflii 
inent.  Peafants  are  allowed  tb  come  into  the  firfi:  court,  in 
order  to  fell  bread  and  quafs  to  the  prifoners.  One  of  the 
courts  is  allotted  for  the  women  prifoners  tvho  were  not  in 
chains. 

The  women  ate  feldbm  put  in  irons,  in  the  Rufiias  ; a block 
of  wood,  called  kolodka  in  the  Ruffian  tongue,  isfometimes 
in  criminal  cafes  faftened  round  the  ankle. 

I afked;  if  fince  the  eftablifh merit  of  the  Foundling  Hof- 
pital  there  had  been  many  worhen  brought  there  for  murderihrt 
fheir  baftard  children  : was  anfwercd,  thdt  before  that  period 
the  cafe  frequently  happened  ; but  that  fince  its  eftablin-imcnt 
there  were  very  few  inftances;  that  in  the  more  difiant  parts 
of  the  government  of  Mofeow  women  were  frequently  found 
guilty  of  that  crime;  but  that  at  prefent  it  was  a thing  almoft 
Unheard  of  in  the  town  ; a fall  proof,  I fliould  think,  if  ic 
wanted  one,  of  the  utility  of  that  excellent  clhblilbment. 
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Within  this  fame  court  there  is  a gentleman  confined,  and 
he  alone  of  thefe  prifoners  is  denied  the  privelege  of  ever  com- 
ing out;  a punifhment  which  is  fcarcely  adequate  to  his  crime, 
namely  that  of  having  feveral  of  his  pcafants  whipped  in  fo 
cruel  a manner,  th«t  they  died.  This  ciccumftance  will  fhcvv 
the  power  which  the  lords  have  over  their  peafants ; and  will 
at  the  fame  time  prove,  that  fuch  crimes,  when  difeovered, 
do  not  always  remain  unpuniflied. 

‘ One  circumftance  1 cannot  omit,  which,  thou  Ji  foreign  to 
the  prefent  purpofe,  cannot  fail  interefting  every  one  who  has 
any  feelings  of  humanity.  Clofe  to  the  door  of  the  prifon 
wherein  this  unfortunate  wretch  is  confined,  an  old  woman 
about  feventy  years  of  age  has  built  a miferable  fhed,  which 
fcarce  protefts  her  from  the  weather  : there  ilie  lives  out  of 
meer  compaflion  for  the  prifoner ; flie  was  his  nurfe,  and  file 
continues  with  him  in  order  to  render  him  all  the  fervice  in 
her  power.  Such  another  inftance  of  affeftion  is  not  to  be 
met  with  ; for  it  mufl;  be  entirely  dilinterefted,  as  the  prifoner, 
confidering  the  greatnefs  of  the  crime  of  which  he  is  guilty, 
can  never  have  any  hopes  of  being  releafed  ; nor  can  file  ever 
expe£l  any  recompence  'but  what  flie  derives  from  her  own 
feelings : upon  my  giving  this  poor  woman  a fmall  piece  of 
money,  flie  immediately  delivered  it  to  the  prifoner. 

There  is  no  chamber  for  the  fick  prifoners,  but  they  con- 
tinue among  the  others,  unlefs  the  diftemper  fliould  be  conta- 
gious, and  then  they  arc  removed  into  an  houfe  built  for 
the  reception  of  the  prifoners  who  were  ill  of  the  plague, 
ivhich  raged  here  a few  years  ago.  Several  of  the  prifoncis 
have  been  three  years  in  prifon ; a proof  to  how  many 
delays  the  courts  of  judicature  are  liable  in  this  coun- 
try ; an  abufe  which  the  prefent  emprefs  has  endeavour- 
ed to  remove  by  the  new  code  of  laws  given  out  in  her 
inilruflions. 
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' There  is  no  regular  jailer  in  this  or  any  of  the  Ruffian 
prifons;  but  the  corporals  and  ferjeants  take  it  by  turns  to  in- 
fpeft  and  guard  the  prifoners. 

Within  the  precindts  of  this  prifon  is  a fmall  chapel, 
built  fome  years  ago  at  the  expence  of  the  prifoners,  who 
faved  money  fufficient  out  of  what  was  given  them  to  build 
it.  Every  Sunday  fervice  is  performed  there. 

There  is  no  regular  houfe  of  correftion  at  Mofeow,  but 
vagabond  and  diforderly  perfons,  petty  offenders,  &c.  are  con- 
demned for  a fliort  time  to  work  at  the  hofpital  of  Catharine  : 
fervants  are  fent  there  by  their  mafters,  but  for  no  longer 
than. a fortnight.  The  allowance  to  each  is  three  copecs  per 
day.  I faw  them  at  work  ; they  were  employed,  fome  in 
digging  a moat,  others  in  levelling  and  carrying  away  a 
mound  of  earth,  others  in  the  garden  : they  work  in  fummer 
from  feven  in  the  morning  to  twelve,  and  from  one  to  eight; 
in  winter  they  are  employed  in  cutting  ftone  and  wood. 

Diforderly  women  are  confined  in  the  convent  of  AndrefLka, 

In  the  fubtirbs  near  the  river  Mofkva.  The  place  of  confine- 
ment Is  a room  upon  the  ground-floor.  They  are  condemned 
for  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  to  fpin  thread  for  the  admiralty. 

They  are  allowed  three  copecs  per  day.  When  I was  there, 
there  were  none  confined. 

In  this  fame  convent  there  Is  a charitable  inflitution  for 
foldlers’  widovt's  : . the  emprefs  allows  each  woman  four  copecs 
per  day;  there  are  ninety  widows;  a maid  fervaqt  is  clothed 
and  paid  to  wait  on  them,  and  drefs  their  viftuals. 

The  prifon  for  debtors  is  in  the  middle  of  the  town;  it  is  nrn  tors' 
a brick  building  of  one  flory,  confiding  of  feveral  rooms  fqr' 
the  prifoners;  the  men  and  women  arc  kept  in  feparate  rooms, 
but  are  allowed  to  be  together  in  the  day-time;  the  prifoners 
have  neither  beds  nor  bed-fleads,  nor  draw,  but  they  deep 
upon  the  benches  which  encircle  the  room  ; each  ward  has  a 
dove.  The  prifoners  receive  nothing  from  the  creditor,  nor 

from 
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from  government : they  are  allowed  to  beg  in  the  ftreets,  ac- 
companied with  a guard. 

The  fum  for  which  fonric  were  imprifoned  was  very  fmall,- 
one  woman  being  in  prifon  for  two  roubles ; fhe  hai  been 
confined  three  months.  There  were  in  all  37  debtors. 

The  Foundling  Hofpital  at  Mofcow  dcferves  a more  minute 
defcription  thin  I am  able  to  give.  It  was  founded  by  the  pre- 
fent  emprefs,  and  is  fupported  by  voluntary  contributions,  le- 
gacies, and  other  charitable  endowments.  In  order  to  encou- 
rage donations  in  favour  of  this  inftitution,  the  emprefs  grants 
to  the  donors  certain  privileges  and  rank  in  proportion  to  their 
contributions.  By  thefe,  and  other  means,  a very  confi'dtra- 
ble  capital  has  been  formed.  A private  merchant,  named 
Dimidoff  *,  a perfon  of  great  wealthy  has  expended  in  con-  ^ 
ftrufting  part  of  the  building,  and  in  other  endowments  in 
favour  of  this  charity,  above  700,000  I'oubles,  or  about 
140,000  1. 

The  hofpital  is  fituated  in  a very  airy  part  of  the  town^ 
tipon  a gentle  afeent  near  the  river  Moficva.  It  is  an  immenfe 
pile  of  building,  pf  a quadrangular  fliape  ; part  is  only  finiflicdi 

There  are  at  prefent  3000  foundlings  : when  the  whole 
building  is  compleated  it  will  contain  8oco. 

The  children  are  brought  to  the  porter’s,  lodge,  and  taken 
in  without  any  queftions  : no  recommendation  is  required  f ; 
The  day  of  the  month,  and  the  hour  in  which  the  child  is 
brought,  is  immediately  written  down,  together  with  the 
fex  of  the  infant:  and  as  foon  as  it  is  baptilldj  its  name  is 
alfo  regiftered.  The  child  is  firft  vifited  by  a lurgeon  before 
it  is  carried  into  the  houfe  : it  is  new-clothed,  and  given  to 

* The  ancefiors  of  this  perfon  firft  dlfcovefcd  and  worked  the  richtft  mines  of 
Siberia;  from  whence  his  family  acquired  imnicnft;  riches. 

-}•  In  this  hofpital  there  are  apartments  for  the  reception  of  lying-in  womeny 
who  are,  if  they  chufc  it,  admitted  iu  mslks,  and  delivered  without  being 
^ueftioned. 
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a wet  nurfe,  there  being  always  a certain  number  attend- 
ing for  that  purpofe.  A wet  nurfe  never  fuckles  more  than 
one  child. 

The  direflor  favoured  me  with  his  company  over  the  hof- 
pital ; and  I was  the  more  plenfed,  bccaufe  nothing  had  been 
prepared  for  my  reception,  as  I called  in  by  chance,  and  was 
immediately  admitted  without  any  difficulty.  Indeed  I was 
fo  fhruck  with  this  charitable  inftitution,  that,  during  my 
flay  at  Mofeow  I went  four  different  times  to  fee  it. 

The  foundlings  are  divided  into  feparate  claffes,  according 
to  their  refpeftivc  ages.  The  children  remain  in  the  nurfery 
'no  longer  than  two  years ; then  they  are  admitted  into  the 
loweft  clafs;  the  boys  and  girls  continue  together  until  they 
are  feven  years  of  age,  when  they  are  feparated.  They  all  in 
general  learn  to  read,  write,  and  caff  accounts. 

..M  ' 

The  boys  are  taught  knitting;  they  occalionally  card  hemp, 
flax,  and  wool,  and  are  fooner  or  later  employed  in  the  difr 
ferent  manufaftures. 

The  girls  learn  to  knit,  net,  and  all  kinds  of  needle-work. 
They  fpin  and  weave  lace ; they  are  taught  cookery,  baking  ; 
and  are  employed  in  houfe-work  of  all  forts. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  the  foundlings  enter  into  the  firfl: 
clafs ; when  they  have  the  liberty  of  chufing  any  particular 
branch  of  trade ; and  for  this  purpofe  there  are  different  fpe- 
cies  of  manufaffures  eftablifhed  in  the  hofpital,  of  which  the 
principal  are  embroidery,  flik  ftockings,  ribbands,  lace,  gloves,  ' 
buttons,  cabinet-work,  and  different  forts  of  furniture  ; and 
even  mufleal  inllruments  * &c.  A feparate  room  is  appropriated 
to  each  trade. 

Some  of  the  foundlings  are  taught  French  and  German, 
and  a few  boys  Latin;  others  are  inftrufted  in  mufic,  draw- 
ing, and  dancing.- 

* I fjw  fcvcral  harpfichords  very  neatly  made  by  the  foundlings. 
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When  they  have  gone  through  a certain  apprenticefhip, 
or  about  the  age  of  twenty,  they  are  allowed  the  liberty  of 
fetting  up  for  themfelves ; a fum  of  money,  is  bellowed  upon 
each  foundling  for  that  purpofe,  and  they  are  permitted  to 
carry  on  trade  in  any  part  of  the  Ruffian  empire  : a very 
confiderable  privilege  in  Ruffia,  where  the  peafants  are  flav'es, 
and  cannot  leave  their  village  without  the  permiffion  of  their 
mailer. 

If  a foundling  marries  a foundling  girl,  they  have  lodgings 
given  them  for  three  or  four  years  in  the  hofpital,  and  arc 
permitted  to  carry  on  their  trade  in  the  houfe. 

The  rooms  of  this  hofpital  are  very  lofty  and  large ; the 
dormitories  are  feparate  from  the  work  rooms ; the  latter  arc 
floored  with  brick,  the  former  with  boards  ; the  bed  rooms 
are  kept  very  airy,  and  the  beds  are  not  crowded  : eacli  found- 
ling has  a feparate  bed;  the  bed-heads  are  of  iron  ; the  flieets 
are  changed  every  week,  and  their  linen  three  times  a week. 
In  going  over  the  rooms  1 was  particularly  llruck  w'jih  their 
jieatnefs  and  cleanlinefs;  the  nurferies  were  uncommonly 
clean,  and  without  any  unwholelbme  fmells.  No  cradles  are 
allowed,  and  rocking  is  particularly  forbidden  ; each  infant 
has  a fmall  bed  to  itfelf.  The  infants  are  not  Twaddled,  ac- 
cording to  the  cullom  of  the  country,  but  loofely  drefl'ed. 

I went  through  all  the  rooms,  and  faw  the  foundlings  at 
their  rcfpeflive  works  ; the  children  came  running  up  to  the 
direftor  in  crowds,  feme  took  hold  of  his  arm,  and  fomc 
held  by  his  coat  ; others  killed  his  hand ; and  they  all  ex- 
prcU'ed  the  greatell  fatisfaftion.  Thefe  natural  and  unfeigned 
marks  of  regard  were  the  moH  convincing  proofs  of  his  mild- 
ncfs  and  good-nature,  for  children  when  ill  ufed  naturally 
crouch  before  thofe  who  have  the  management  of  them.  I 
could  be  no  judge  merely  in  going  through  the  hofpital,, 
whether  the  children  were  well  inltruded,  and  whether  the 
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regulations  were  well  obfcrvecl ; but  I was  perfeilly  convinced, 
from  their  behaviour,  that  they  were  in  general  happy  and 
contented,  and  could  perceive  from  their  looks,  that  they  were 
remarkably  healthy  ; this  latter  circumllance  muft  be  particu- 
larly owing  to  the  uncommon  care  which  is  paid  to  cleanlinefs 
both  in  their  perfons  and  rooms. 

The  girls  of  the  firfl:  clafs  are  dre(Ted  in  white  linen  gowns ; 
the  others  in  ftriped  linen  : the  boys  are  all  clothed  in  ftriped 
linen  jackets,  and  fhort  trowfers. 

There  are  warm  baths  in  the  hofpitals,  an  article  of  luxury 
and  cleanlinefs  elTential  to  the  Ruffians  ; and  which  is  con- 
ficlercd  by  them  as  neceffiiry  for  their  health. 

In  another  vifit  which  I paid  to  this  hofpital^  I faw  them 
at  church,  and  afterwards  at  dinner:  the  girls  and  boys  dine 
feparately.  The  dining-rooms  are  upon  the  ground-floor: 
they  are  large  and  vaulted,  and  diftimS;  from  their  work- 
rooms. The  firR  clafs  fit  at  table;  the. reft  Hand  : the  little 
children  are  waited  aapon  by  fervants  ; but  the  foundlings  of 
the  firft  and  fecond  clafs  alternately  wait  upon  each  of-her. 
The  dinner  confifted  of  beef  and  mutton  boiled  in  broth, 
with  rice.;  I tailed  both,  and  they  were  remarkably  good: 
the  bread  is  very  fwcet ; it  is  baked  in  the  houfe,  chiefly 
hy  the  foundlings.  Each  foundling  has  a napkin,  pewter- 
plate,  a knife,  fork,  and  fpoon ; the  napkin  and  table- 
cloth are  clean  three  times  in  the  week.  I'hey  get  up 
at  fix,  dine  at  eleven,  and  fup  at  fix.  The  little  chil- 
dren have  bread  at  feven,  and  at  four.  When  they  are  not 
employed  in  their  necelTary  occupations,  the  utmoll  freedom 
is  allowed,  and  they  are  encouraged  to  be  as  much  in  the 
air  as  poffible.  The  whole  was  a lovely  fight;  and  the 
countenances  of  the  children  exprefted  the  utmol^  content  and 
happinefs. 

In  the  evening  I fatv  a play  afled  by  the  foundlings.  The 
“ Honnete  Criminel,”  and  the  comic  opera,  “ Lc  Devin  du 
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Village,”  both  tranflated  IntoRuflian;  and,  what  is  very 
markable,  the  ftage  was  built  by  phein  ; and  the  feenes  painted  ; 
the  band  was  alfo  compofed  of  foundlings,  the  firft  violin  ex- 
cepted, who  was  their  mufic-inafter.  T hi?  band,  which  was 
|)v  no  means  contemptible,  CQnfiftcd  of  feveral  violins,  two  viov 
linccllos,  and  kettle-drums;  thefe  mftruments  were  played 
Upon  by  the  elder  boys  : there  were  befides  tvvo  french-horns, 
an  haptboy  apd  flute,  by  boys  about  ten  years  of  age.  The 
play,  as  I was  told,  was  uncommonly  well  afled.  There 
were  fome  agreeable  voices  in  the  opera  ; and  the  aftion  was 
in  general  peculiarly  graceful.  There  were  no  dances,  but 
we  were  informed  that  they  dance  ballets  very  agreeably. 

If  (here  is  any  apparent  defeat  of  education  in  this  infli- 
^ution,  it  e/id.ntly  lies  in  teaching  the  foundlings  to  acfl  plays 
and  to  dance,  vyhich  mull  unavoidably  take  off  their  attention 
from  the  manufaiStures ; and  I have  been  fince  infprmed  this 
js  the  cafe  with  thofe  who  are  thus  employed. 

Upon  the  whole,  I never  faw  a fing-  or  more  complete 
inftitution  ; and  I cannot  forbear  again  remarking  what  can- 
not indeed  be  top  often  inculcated,  that  the  great  care  which 
is  paid  to  the  health  of  the  children  was  fully  anfwered  by 
the  looks  of  the  foundlings,  and  was  a circumftance  which 
mofl;  particularly  caught  my  attention  *. 
iMpeRiAL  The  Lmperial  Hofpital  was  founded  by  Peter  I.  The 
^ospiTAL. is  of  brick  ftuccoed  ; it  is  fituated  upon  a gentle  emi- 
nence, in  a very  airy  lituation,  near  the  river  Yaufa.  It  is 
referved  for  lick  foldiers,  and  can  contain  lOoo  patients  ; at 
prefent  thpre  are  463.  Befides  a principal  building,  there 
are  feveral  out-hpufes  of  wood,  fome  of  which  are  inhabited 
by  a phyfician,  fuegeon,  apothecary,  and  afliftants ; others  are 

# The  good  efilfts  of  this  care  and  clcanliiicfs  were  perceived  a few  years  ago, 
yrhen  the  plague  raged  violently  at  Mofeow ; for  not  one  of  the  foundlings 
caught  that  dilUinpcr. 
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iifed  for  the  reception  of  the  patients,  who,  for  want  of  rbomj 
cannot  be  adrhitted  into  the  principal  hofpital. 

In  the  latter  were  tvvo  large  rooms,  each  36'  yards  long, 

16  broad,  and  high  in  proportion;  each  room  contained  120 
beds;  only  one  perfon  in  a bed:  in  one  of  thefe  apartments 
were  1I7  patients  ill  of  fevers;  the  fterich  and  heat  of  this 
room  were  intolerable,  and  fufficient  to  give  a putrid  diftemper 
to  any  perfon  who  fno'uld  remain  there  tvventy-four  hours. 

The  other  room  contained  ninety  patients,  chiefly  fcorbutic 
and  wounded. 

The  chambers  for  the  venereal  difeafe  were  id  the  oul- 
houfes  : one  robrn  with  fenventy-five  beds  contained  feventy- 
three  patients. 

There  was  orie  houfe  fet  apart  for  the  reception  of  the  licj^ 
foldiers  fent  from  the  prifohs ; of  thefe  there  were  thirty- 
four. 

The  rodmS  were  all  kept  much  too  hot,  and  not  fufficiently 
aired.  The  patients  have  each  a wooden  fpobn,  two  plat- 
ters, a wooden'  bowl,  a pair  of  flippers,  a mattrafs,  a 
blanket,  arid  flieets.  Every  patient  is  allowed  (if  the  phy- 
flciati  thihks  proper)  a pound  of  b^ef  ri  day,  or  two  ' 
pounds  of  muttofi ; one  and  ri  half  of  white  bread  : their 
dommeri  drink,  is  beef  arid  quafs ; they  have  wine  in  cafe 
of  neceffity. 

A phyfician,  a head  furgebn,  five  tinJer-furgeons,  and  ted 
afliftants  ; an  apothecary,  and  fub-a'potheedry,  are  appropri- 
ated to  the  hofpital. 

I:i  this  hofpital  ftri'dents  are  inftfrii^led  in  phyil'c,  fufgery,' 
botariy,  chefriiftry,  at  the  expcrice  of  the  crown. 

The  hofpital  of  Catharine  is  plaiced  in  a very  w^holefome  HO’rif  At 
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and  airy  fltuation  In  the  fub’urbs,  called  Naplodna  Sloboda.  tharia-*; 
h confifts  of  a Wooden  building  of  one  ftory,  and  fcveral, 
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fmaller  buildings,  round  a court-yard,  for  the  phyfician  fur^t 
geon,  apothecary,  &c. 

This  hofpital  vvas  built  and  endowed  by  the  prefent  em- 
prefs : it  contains  with  eafe  156  patiehts,  and  there  is 
room  for  200  patients : the  wards  for  the  lick,  are  about 
fixteen  feet  fquare,  and  contain  at  moli  nine  patients  ; 
each  has  a feparatc  bed  ; the  rooms  are  neatly  papered ; the 
beds  have  iineti  curtains.  Each  patient  is  allowed  a linen 
bed-gown^  a night-cap,  a pair  of  drawers,  ftockings  and  flip- 
pers, a tin-mug,  a glafs-tumbler  ; a fliiall  table  is  placed  be- 
tween every  two  beds,  with  a fmall  bell  upon  it : each  bed 
has  a mattrafs,  a blanket  and  coverlet;  the  flieets  are  changed 
once  a fortnight,  and  the  linen  twice  a week.  In  each  room 
a tin  can  with  a fpout  at  the  bottom  is  faltcned  againft  the 
wall,  for  wafhing ; for  which  pufpofe  a large  towel  is  pro- 
vided, which  is  changed  twice  a week  : each  window  has  a 
fmall  ventilator. 

At  the  furtheft  extremity  of  the  court-yard  is  an  liolpiial 
for  inoculation,  capable  of  containing  200  children. 

Paulbwitvt  hofpital  is  built  and  founded  by  the  prefent 
Great  Dukb:  it  is  fituated  in  the  extremity  of  the  fuburhs  on 
the  other  lide  of  the  river  Mofeva ; it  is  a wooden  building  of 
one  ftory,  contains  twelve  rooms  for  the  fick,  befides  a la- 
boratory, an  apothecary’s  fliop,  and  twO  rooms  for  the  apo- 
thecary j tlie  ph)hci:;in  and  furgeon  are  lodged  in  feparate 
buildings. 

This  hofpital  is  for  fifty-two  patients : the  largeft 

room,  which  is  forty-feven  feet  long,  and  twenty-two 
broad,  contains  ten  beds ; the  fmaller  rooms  have  fix,  four, 
or  more  beds,  in  proportion  to  their  fize : there  are  fmall 
ventilators  to  each  window.  The  rooms  are  all  papered  ; the 
beds  have  linen  curtains ; the  curtains  and  coverlets  are  waflied 
once  a month  j the  linen  changed  every  week : each  patient 
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is  fiinii fired  with  a fliirt,  drawers,  flippers,  bed-gown, 
fiorkings,  night-cap;  there  is  likewife  a fmall  table  to  each 
bed,  with  a table-cloth  and  towel  to  each  perlbn,  clean 
every  week;  a pewter- plate,  fpoon,  knife  and  fork,  pewter- 
naug  and  cup ; excellent  bread,  white  and  brown  : thofe 
perfons  who  eat  the  fame  food,  dine  together  j the  others 
dine  feparately : a fmall  pewter  machine  is  faftened  againfi 
the  wall  in  each  room,  with  a copper  pan  underneath,  for 
VvaHiing.  There  were  forty-five  men,  and  fifteen  women  ; 
the  latter  in  feparate  apartments.  Two  fervants  wait  upon 
five  patients. 

This  and  the  laft- mentioned  hofpital  are  fine  inflitutions; 
they  look  more  like  private  houfes  than  hofpitals. 

At  Twer  the  prifoners  before  trial  work  upon  the  ramparts 
and  m the  town.  After  fentence  the  felons  and  others  who 
are  condemned  to  tranfportation  are  moftly  fent  to  Vifh- 

uci  Voloflmk  ; where  they  remain  until  their  departure  for 
Siberia. 

The  feibns  had  chains  round  their  legs  ; the  others  a block 
of  wood  faftened  round  their  ancles.  They  receive  three 
copecs  per  day.  They  are  at  prefent  confined  at  niirht  in 
an  oftrog  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Volga,  all  together;  but 
by  the  order  of  the  emprefs  a prifon  is  building  within  the 
Citadel,  which  ,s  to  form  the  model  of  the  feveral  prifons  in 
the  new  governments:  it  is  not  yet  flniOied;  the  building  is 
o brick,  of  two  ftories;  and  there  are  different  wards  for  the 
pnloners,  according  to  their  crimes  and  fex. 

The  emprefs  has  likewife  given  particular  orders,  that  in 

ihal  v-r 'T  appointed  by  the  governor 

^11  vtfn  the  pnfons  every  Wedneiday.  accompLied  by  a fur- 

(P  foners.  and  particularly  to  fee  ifcleanlinefs  is  Mcicntly  at- 

tended 
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tended  to.  In  cafe  of  any  epidemical,  or  other  bad  diforder; 
the  fick  perfon  is  to  be  removed  from  the  reft,  and  the  ex-  i 
pench  of  hiS  cure  paid  by  her  imperial  majefty.  | 

I faw  one  debtot  in  a room  of  the  court  of  jaftice;  he  was  i] 
infolvent ; the  town  of  T wer  had  purchafed  him  by  payingj||| 
his  debts,  and  propofed  fending  him  among  a number  of  rc-*i( 
cruits  to  the  armyi  ;l 

At  Vifhna  Vdlbfliok  cbnvi£fs  and  others  are  condemned] ji 
to  public  labour : they  ate  employed  principally  in  deepen— I 
ing  and  cleaning  the  canal ; which  at  this  place  forms  ai| 
fcbmmunication  between  the  Twerza  and  the  Mfta,  thefe’ij 
two  rivers  unite  by  this  navigation  theCafpian  and  the  Baltic.vjl 
There  are  three  forts  of  Haves'  fentenced  here  to  publicv*! 
labour:  i.  Some  petfons  who  are  fent  to  this  place  inftead  o‘v, 
an  houfe  of  correftioh,  and  are  coridemned  fora  limited  time., If' 
In  cafe  of  ftekneft  they  are  attended  by  a furgeon  of  the  towr 
at  the  expence  of  the  crown,  \vith  a ftipulation  that  the  ex-.i:| 
pence  does  not  excceed  three  robbles  per  month.  | 

“2.  Debtors^  who  receive  twenty-four  rb'ubles  per  ann.  aifi 
which  half  goes  tb  their  maintenance,  and  the  remainder  t il 
the  creditor.  There  are  at  prefent  feven  ; of  thefe  two  wer  i 
tradefmen  of  Novogorod,  who'  had  collefted  the  excife  upo  1 
fait,  and  Werfe  Iri  arrears  to  the  crown  j they  were  confined  ii^ 
1770:  in  the  fpace  of  twb  years  more  the  fum  for  whio.| 
they  were  confined  w'ill  be  paid  off  by  the  annual  difchargj| 
of  the  twelve  roubles,  arrd  they  will  receive  their  liberty,  j 
Felons;  fbme  are  to  remain  until  the  time  arrive  ' 
When  they  are  to  be  fent  into  Siberia  ; others  are  cbhdemni 
for  life.  Two  murderers  were  Chained  together  : others  wOj, 
thairis  about  their  legs.  They  receive  in  geilcral  there  c : 
pecs  per  day. 

Thefe  (laves  ate  confined  In  two  fmall  rooms,'  about  fou  | 
tfccn  feet  by  twelve. 
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At  Novogorod  the  prifon  for  criminals  is  within  the  krem- 
lin or  fortrefs.  It  is  an  old  tower  ia  the  walls;  the  fpace 
before  is  furroundefl  with  high  palifa^oes ; eight  felons  were 
confined  together  in  a room  upon  the  ground-floor,  with  no 
light  but  what  is  admitted  through  a fmall  hole  in  the  door; 
thefe  are  never  permitted  to  come  put ; the  other  prifoners 
inhabit  a roon?  upftairs,  and  are  allowed  to  walk  in  the  court- 
yard ; they  had  moft  of  them  a block  of  wood  round  theic 
legs,  with  their  heads  and  beards  half  lliaved,  that  they 
plight  be  knpwn  in  cafe  they  m .de  their  el’cape.  They  are 
allowed  two  copecs  per  day.  The  women  are  cpnfined  in  a 
feparate  ward  adjoining  to  the  guard- room  ; and  in  all  thefe 
prlfons  there  is  no  jailer,  b,ut  the  ferjeants  or  corporajs  t^kc 
it  by  turns  to  infpedl  find  guard  the  prifpn. 
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PRISONS  AND  HOSPITALS  AT  PETERSBURG.  - |j 

TH  E prifoners  * are  at  firft  confined  in  two  rooms  on  tliei 
ground  floor,  under  the  court  of  juftice,  in  the  Bafilia 
Ofirof,  where  they  are  tried  ; there  is  one  room  for  the  men^S 
and  another  for  the  women,  adjoining  to  each  other,  but  rlicr{|| 
being  no  door,  they  might  come  together  unhfs  prevented  b^  n 
the  guard.  The  criminals  are  brought  to  this  place  imniediatehfl 
ripon  their  being  arreftid  : every  Friday  an  examination  take  i 
place;  and  not  more  than  tliirty  are  confined  in  this  prifon- 
the  others  are  fent  to  the  prifon  of  tlie  fortrefs.  '1  here  wer  ' 
two  boys,  fcarce  fourteen  years  of  age,  who  were  in  prifo 
i'qr  having  run  away  from  their  village  with  their  fathers: 
defertcr  had  a chain  and  collar  round  his  neck,  weighing  feve 
pood  XT  252  Englifli  pounds.  I vifited  this  and  the  follovyin. 
prifons  in  the  month  of  January,  1779. 

The  prifons  in  the  fortrefs  arc  vaulted  rooms,  thirty  fet 
long  and  twenty  broad ; in  the  middle  of  each  is  a ftove., 

« I am  greatly  inclcbtcd  to  Sir  James  Harris,  for  the  readinefs  with  which 
aflifted  and  promoted  my  rclearchcs  during  my  ftay  at  Pctcrlburg.  My  warm 
t;hanks  are  alfo  due  to  lieutenant  general  Slcvers,  governor  of  Twer,  Novogorc 
and  PlelcofF,  for  much  information  relative  to  chf  prifons  and  j'olicc  of  RufTia. 
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tliey  arc  very  dry  : no  more  than  tliirty  are  ever  confined  to- 
sretlier  in  one  room  ; the  felons  were  in  irons;  The  whole 
humber  of  prifdners  arniOunted  to  fixty-four;  nineteen  in  one 
room,  and  eighteen  in  another;  fixteen  in  a third,  and  eleven 
in  a fourth : the  women  had  feparate  rooms,  and  none  of  therri 
were  in  irons ; but  tliofe  women  who  are  guilty  of  great  crimes 
wear  a chain  round  the  neck,  which  is  faftened  to  a block  of 
wood.  The  prifoners  are  put  together  without  diltindion  of  their 
crimes;  the  wards  are  frequently  fmoked  by  burning  juniper 
boughs  and  berries.  No  money  or  provifion  is  allowed  by  go- 
vernment; but  the  prifoners  fubfift  entirely  by  charity,  either 
from  money  gathered  for  them  in  the  tOwoj  or  thrown  into 
boxes  placed  before  the  windows  of  the  prifon. 

1 made  particular  enquiries,  whether  there  have  been  any 
figns  of  a jail  fever,  or  epidemical  diftemper,  ever  difeovered 
among  the  prifoners  in  Rufiia;  but  could  not  hear  of  the 
leaft  tendency  tO  fueh  diforders.  Many  circumflances  indeed 
tend  to  preferve  the  prifoners  Of  this  country  frOm  thefe  dread- 
ful ravages  ; among  the  principal  caufes  are  the  followino; : the 
care  that  is  taken  not  to  over-croud  the  jails ; the  cuftoni 
which  prevails  of  fuffering  the  prifoners  tO  gO  occafionally  to 
the  baths  ; the  fite  of  the  prifons,  which  in  general  are  built 
in  airy  fituations,  and  almoli  always  provided  With  court-yards^ 
where  the  prilonets  are  allowed  to  walk  in  the  day-time ; 
the  intenfe  cold  which  continues  for  feveral  months  toge- 
ther ; the  quafs  a fermented  liquor,  which  is  reckoned  a 
fine  antifcorbutic ; it  is  the  genferal  drink,  in  Rufiia; 
and  rye-bread,  which  is  alfo  deemed  a great  fWeetn'er  Of  the 
bloody  is  their  principal  food  Add  to  this  the  cuftom  of 
fmoking  the  wards  by  burning  juniper  branches  and  berries.’ 
Nor  muft  we  omit  mentioning  the  care  which  is  taken  to  re- 

* C^afs  is  made  by  pouring  boiling  water  over  the  flower  of  wheat,  rye  or 
•ats  ; it  Hands  to  cool,  and  then  is  drunk  while  in  a flats  of  fermentation. 
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move  a prifoncr  wlio  is  attacked  with  any  diforder  in  the  leal! 
epidemical. 

Tlie  debtor’s  prifon  is  lituated  hear  the  market-place,  id 
the  middle  of  the  town  ; the  wards  are  upori  the  ground  floors 
and  they  confili  of  feveral  fmall  rdorhs  with  ftoves  in  them.  , 
The  wdiole  number  amounted  to  eighty-three  perfons ; the  : 
foreigners  were  confined  together  in  one  fuite  of  robms  ; and  ; 

the  Ruffians  by  themfelves.  The  fmallefl  fum  for  vvliich  any  i 

perfon  was  confined  amounted  to  thirteen  roubles.  They  are  i 
allowed  nothing  either  by  their  creditors  or  by  government^  | 
but  thofe  who  have  no  means  live  entirely  by  charity.  I favr  i 
in  this  prifon  a ftriking  inftanceof  a barbarous  police.  There  |j 
were  two  boys  confined,  one  fourteen,  and  the  other  fiftee*  j 
years  of  age  : they  were  imprifoned  as  hoflagcs  for  their 
parents,  children  in  Ruflia  being  confidcred  as  the  abfolutc  it 
property  of  their  parents  the  father  of  one  Was  lately  dead  j 
he  owed  500  roubles  ; and  as  his  wife  was  anfwerable  for  if 
the  debt,  file  put  her  fon  in  prifon  Inftead  of  herfelf  j the  if 
Other  boy  was  in  prifon  for  his  father. 

There  arc  twO  Hofpitals  at  Peterfburg,  one  for  foldiers,  and  it 
the  other  fof  failors  : they  were  built  by  Peter  I.  and  are  fi-  if 
tuated  clofe  to  the  Neva,  in  the  quarter  of  the  town  called  1 
Wiburgh.  They  are  both  brick  buildings,  of  two  ftories  : ! 
there  is  room  in  each  of  them  for  800  patientSi 

The  hofpital  for  foldiers  contained  336  patients:  it  was  i 
very  dirty;  each  patient  has  a feparatc  bed,  but  no  flieets.  n 
There  are  tWenty-five  rooms,  which  contain,  according  to  ' 
their  refpe£tive  fizesj  feveial  ranges  of  beds ; the  largeft  fiftyj  ' 
and  fmalleft  twenty, 

• It  may  feeni  not  ilnneccflary  to  mentio'n  that  the  bulMIngt  are  of  brick ; when 
the  reader  is  informed,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  RulHan  buildings  are  of  wood, 
Peter  I.  encouraged  to  the  ntmoft  of  his  power  his  fubjedts  to  build  their  houfes 
of  brick  or  ftone : the  prefent  empreft  follows  the  eaamplc  of  her  great  ptrdcccl- 
fors  in  this  and  other  iuilauces.  ^ ' 
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The  hofpital  for  Tailors  was  in  better  order,  and  more 
cleanly  : the  patients  have  fheets,  which,  together  with  their 
linen,  are  changed  every  week. 

The  rooms  of  both  thefe  hofpitals  were  kept  tco  warm  5 
there  are  no  ventilators  : and  there  are  only  fniall  openings 
in  fome  of  the  windows  to  let  in  the  air. 

There  are  other  hofpitals  belonging  to  the  feveral  regi- 
ments of  guards  quartered  at  Peterfburg,  which  I did  not 
vifit. 

Cronftadt  is  a fmall  ifland  in  the  Gulph  of  Finland,  about  convicts 

^ AT 

thirty  verfts  from  Peterfburg,  where  the  fleet  is  kept:  at  this  stadt. 
place  a certain  number  of  convi£ls  are  employed  in  cleanfing 
the  harbour  and  repairing  the  docks,  and  in  other  public 
works ; they  are  called  Katterfnics,  and  confift  of, 

1.  Sailors  and  marines,  deferters  who  have  been  three 

times  whipped  j fome  of  whom  ar?  condemned  for  life  3 other^ 
for  a Rated  time.  ^ 

2.  Tradefmen  for  debts. 

* 

3.  Embezzlers  of  the  public  money. 

4.  Peafants  wflo.  have  run  away  from  their  villages,  o^ 
who  have  been  guilty  of  fmall  crimes ; thefe  perfons  are  adver- 
tifed  in  the  newS^papers,  and  in  the  mean  time  are  fentenced  to 
hard  labour  at  Cronftadt,  where  their  mafters  fend  for  them  : 
one  abufe  arifes  from  hence,  th^t  frequently  the  names 
of  the  peafants  are  overloofted,  and  they  remain  at  Cronlladt 
for  a number  of  years,  even  for  life. 

There  is  no  diftinftion  here  between  thefe  feveral  Katter- 
fnics 3 but  they  are  all  condemned  to  the  fame  labour,  and 
have  the  fame  fuftenance. 

They  receive  every  month  a payoc,  equal  to  near  two 
poods  * of  rye-flour,  together  with  fix  pounds  of  pearl  barley, 

* A pood,  e^ual  to  forty  Rufiian  pounds,  or  thirty-fix  Englilh. 
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9nd  foine  fait ; they  are  allowed  to  make  and  bake  their  own 
bread,  in  the  rooms  b-longing  to  Tome  of  the  wards.  Every 
two  years  each  perfon  receives  a for  coat ; every  year  a com- 
mon coarfe  drugget  garment,  fhoes  and  gloves,  and  a cap. 

This  prifon  is  fituated  in  the  out  fkirts  of  the  town,  and 
confifts  of  feveral  fmall  wards,  which  contain  ten,  or  at  moft 
twenty  flaves.  They  work  every  day ; no  holidays  being 
allowed,  except  Chriftmas  day,  and  the  anniverfary  of  the 
empreffes  coronation. 

There  were  250  of  thefe  convifts. 

^^ojPiTXL,  The  hofp’talat  Cronftadt  for  failors  and  for  the'garrifon,  was  >! 

founded  by  Peter  I.  One  regulation  deferves  notice  : accord-  r 
jng  to  the  original  plan,  an  officer  of  the  garrifon  ought  to  t 
vifit  it  every  week  ; and  take  care  that  the  patients  are  well  1 
looked  after.  This  regulation,  however,  had  been  fliamefully  t 
negledled,and  confequently  the  hofpital  was  in  a very  wretched  t 
ftate  ; upon  the  arrival  of  the  prefent  governor,  Admiral  Greig, 
he  made  this  hofpital  one  of  the  hrft  objCfts  of  his 
enquiry;  and  finding  it  ncgle£led,  fent  orders  to  one  of 
his  officers  to  infpect  it  every  w'cek,  according  to  the  ori-!-  ‘ 
ginal  regulation  of  the  great  founder.  The  officer,  how’ever,, 
conceiving  the  commidioa  beneath  him,  waved  the  perfor- 
mance ; upon  which  the  admiral  with  great  compofure  faid. 
Then  I will  vifit  it  myfelf.”  This  gentle  remonflrance,  more 
forcible  to  a generous  mind  than  the  moft  violent  rebuke,  had 
its  effedf : and  the  officer,  convinced  from  the  example  of  his 
fuperior,  that  a ftricl  attention  to  the  duties  of  humanity 
exalts  inftcad  of  debafing ; was  as  anxious  for  a pcriniffion  to 
inrpe.ft  the  hofpital,  as  he  was  before  averfe  to  the  commiffion. 

I need  not  add,  that  fince  that  time  it  is  carefully  infpedlcd,  andl 
^he  patients  feel  the  good  efteffs  of  fuch  an  infpedfion. 

At  Schluflenbourg  Mr,  Lieman,  a Dane,  has  eftablifhed  a 
manufafturc  for  printing  linens  and  cottons.  Both  men  andl 

women  t 
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women  vagabonds  are  fent  thete  to  work  at  the  different  bran- 
ches, according  as  Mr.  L.  chufes  to . employ,  them.  He 
clothes,  feeds,,  and  lodges  them.  , ; . 

The  emprefs  (whofe  comprehenfive  geniys  turns  its  atten- 
tion to  the  minuteft  circumftances  which  may  tend  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  her  fubje£ls),  confeioue  of  many  defefts  and  abufes 
in  the  management  of  the  Ruffian  prifons,  has  framed  a plan 
for  correcting  and  reforming  them.  That  great  princefs,  being 
acquainted  with  ray  refearches  in  relation  to  prilons,  not  only 
gave  me  penniffon  to  vilit  feveral  at  Peterfburg,  and  to  ad- 
drefs  myfelf  to  her  beft-informed  governors;  but,  with  a 
condefcenfion  peculiar  to  her  charafter,  deigned  not  to  with- 
hold from  me  her  own  fentiments  on  that  fubjedl : flie  even 
permitted  me  to  deliver  in  to  Count  Ivan  Tchernichef,  vice 
prefident  of  the  admiralty,  a lift  of  queries ; fome  of  which 
fhe  condefeended  to  anfwer  hcrfelf.  From  thefe  papers,  in 
which  my  queries  were  anfwered  without  the  leaft  referve,  I 
have  colledled  a confiderable  degree  of  information ; and  am 
enabled  to  lay  before  the  reader  the  following  plan  for  the  re- 
gulation of  prifons,  which  is  to  be  introduced  into  each  of  the 
new-modeled  governments,  by  her  exprefs  orders. 

Proposed  Plan  for  the  Russian  Prisons. 

The  prlfon  fhall  be  built  without  the  town  in  an  airy  fi- 
tuation,  and  if  poffible  near  running  water.  Each  prifon  fhall 
be  divided  into  two  parts ; one  for  the  men,  the  other  for 
the  women.  In  each  part  there  fhall  be  three  diviflons  : 

1.  For  criminals  before  and  during  trial. 

2.  For  perfons  confined  for  a certain  time. 

3-  Felons  capitally  convifted,  who  are  fentenced  to  hard 
labour,  tranfportation  to  Siberia,  or  perpetual  imprifonment. 
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In  each  prifon  there  fhall  be  an  infirmary  for  the  lick,  wha 
are  to  be  attended  at  the  expepce  of  the  crown ; a pro- 
per perfon  fhall  be  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince to  vifit  the  prifon  every  week.  He  is  empowered  tqt 
call  every  prifoner  by  his  name  j and  to  take  care  that  clean-, 
linefs  is  particularly  attended  to.  See,  as  is  before  mentioned 
under  the  article  Twer 

I ‘ 

• See  p.  SI. 
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bN  TilE  PUNISHMENTS  FOR  CRIMINAL 
OFFENCES  IN  SWEDENi 

• 

TH  E comrtioiv  itiethod  of  execution  in  Sweden  is  behead- 
ing, and  hanging  : for  murder  the  * hand  of  the  criminal 
is  firft  chopped  off,  and  he  is  then  beheaded  and  quartered ; 
women,  after  beheading,  inftead  of  being  quartered,  are  burn- 
ed. No  capital  puniftiment  is  inflifted  without  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  king.  For  this  purpofe  every  prifoner  is  at  liberty 
to  petition  the  king,  within  a month  after  the  trial ; the  peti- 
tion complains  of  either  unjuft  condemnation,  and  in  fuch  a 
cafe  demands  a rcyival  of  the  fentenee ; or  elfe  prays  for  par- 
don, or  a mitigation  of  puniftiment. 

MalcFaflors  are  never  put  to  death,  except  fof^.the  moft 
atrocious  crimes,  fuch  as  murder,  houfebreaking,  robbery  f 

* Gsherallj,  however,  the  hand  and  head  are  chopped  off  at  the  fame  time, 
f In  moft  foreign  countries  robberies  upon  the  highway  are  always  punilhed 
with  death  ; bccaufc  the  robbers  are  chiefly  banditti  who  aflemblc*  in  large  tropps, 
■nd  moft  commonly  murder,  aa  wcil  ag  rob  the  travdietau  In  Sweden  a high  way 
jobbery  la  very  unconftnon^ 
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upon  the  highway,  repeated  thefts,  &c.  Other  crimes,  niaft^ 
of  which  in  other  countries  are  confidered  as  capital,  are 
chiefly  punlfhed  by  whipping,  condemnation  to  live  upon  bread 
and  water,  imprifonment  and  hard  labour^  either  for  life 
or  for  a -ftated  time,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  crimes 
The  men  are  fent  to  work  at  the  public  works,  and  the  wo- 
men to  the  houfes  of  corredflon.  So  mild  arc  the  penal  laws;' 
of  Sweden,  that  more  than  120  ftrokes  of  the  rod  are  never'i 
inflidted ; and  the  criminal  is  never  fentenced  to  bread  andl 
water  for  more  than  twenty-eight -days^-  For  fmall  mifde--i 
meanors  offenders  are  either  whipped,  fentenced  to  bread  and: 
water  for  a few  days,  or  fent  for  a limited  time  to  the  houfer, 
of  corredlioh.-''  ^ / - 

Until  the  reign  of  the  prefent  king,  the  criminal  was  tortured! 
in  order  to  extort  confeffion ; but  his  Swedifh  majefty,  in  1773,, 
abolifhed  this  cruel  and  abfurd  pradlice  *,  Where  the  proofs; 
are  fuffecient,  the  convift  is  no  longer  obliged  to  fign  his  owira 
condemnation  and  fuffer  tortures,  the  recital  of  which  maketi 
the  benevolent  reader  fhudder  with  compaffion  and  horrorl 
Many  abufes  in  the  courts  of  juftice  have  been  alfo  reformer 
and  correfted  by  the  reigning  king;  and  further  improsxtj 
^ ments  are  in  agitation,  . 

In  Sweden  the  male  and  female  prifoners  are  always  kep" 
feparate  : there  is  a jailer  refi'dent  in  each  prifon,  with- 
regular  falary,  and  there  are  no  jail  fees. 

Contagious  diftempers  are 'prevented  by  the  care  which 
taken  noCto  over-croud  the  jails,  and  to  remove  the  prifonc  | 
in  cafe  of  any  diforder  which  appears  dangerous  or  catching  | 

e The  Marquis  of  fleccarta  muft  fed  witli  In’exprcfliMe  fatisfaftion  the  adva::  I 
' tsge  which  his  writings  have  afftwded  to  mankind.  For  fince  the  publication  I 
• his  benevolent  treatife  on  crimes  and  punilhments,  torture  has  been  aboliihni 
in  feveral  parts  of  Europe  j in  Ruflia,  in  1767  j in  Sweden,  in  1773?  ^ 

land,  1776  J in  the  Auftrian  dominions,  I777» 

f< 
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for  this  purpofe  the  prifons  are  regularly  vifited  by  proper  fur- 
geons,  at  the  expence  of  government. 

With  refpeft  to  the  laws  relating  to  debtors  : the  creditor 
may  arreft  the  debtor  for  a fmall  fum  of  money  and  may 
keep  him  in  prifon  until  the  debt  is  difcharged.  He  is  oblig- 
ed to  pay  fix  ftivers  * per  day  to  the  debtor  for  his  maintenance  j 
and  twelve  ftivers  per  week  to  the  jailer  for  his  apartment. 
The  payment  of  the  fix  ftivers  begins  the  fecond  day  after  the 
arreft.  If  this  allowance  is  not  regularly  delivered  in,  k com- 
plaint is  liable  to  be  made  ; and-  if  not  remedied  the  prifoner 
is  immediately  difcharged.  In  fome  inftances,  where  the  cre- 
ditor is  inhuman,  and  the  cafe  of  the  debtor  peculiarly  hard, 
a law  ftill  exifts,  which  empowers  the  judge  to  order  a certain 
fum  to  be  daily  fubtraftcd  from  the  debt,  as  an  equivalent 
for  the  lofs  of  liberty.  This  law  is  however  grown  almoft 
obfolete,  and  is  feldom  put  into  execution 

* FourSwedifh  filvers  =s  five  farthings  5 a ftiver  is  then  fomething  more 
than  a farthing. 
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'TT'HERE  are  ^feveral 'prifohs  in.  Stockholm  belonging 
to  the  different  diftrifts  of  the  city,  in  which  the 
prifoners  are  confined  before  and  during  trial:  after 

trial,  in  fonie  cafes,  and  always  when  the  crime  is  capital, 
they  are  all  fent  to  one  prifon.  The  latter  is  called  Smedje- 
garden;  the  former  take  their  name  from  the  different  courts 
of  juftice  : of  thefe  courts  of  juftice  the  principal  are  called 
Stas  Kiamars  Raetter,  and  Nora  Kiamars  Raettcr 

The 


* For  criminal  aftairs  the  Harald’s  Raetter  are  a kind  of  country  aflizes  held' 
twice  a year,  and  the  Kiamar's  Raetter,  are  regular  courts  of  Juflice  alTcmblinf 
every  day  in  the  principal  towns.  From  thefe  fubaltern  courts  the  aftairs  in  certaia 
Jnftances  are  brought  before  the  parliament  or  higheft  court  of  juflicc;  and  no 
pain  of  death,  or  punlfhmcnt  efleemid  equivalent  to  pain  of  death,  can  be 
inflifled,  unlefs  the  parliament  confirms  the  fcntcnce  of  the  inferior  court,-  It 
may  not  be  unintcrefting  to  mention  in  this  place,  that  in  the  country  court 
of  juftice  there  is  a kind  of  jury  confifting  of  twelve  peafants,  chofen  by  the 
diftrift,  and  confirmed  by  the  governor.  In  all  criminal  cafes  the  judge  aftes 
their  opinion,  and  if  they  mc  unanimous  againft  his  decifion,  their  opinion 
-■  ' prevails. 
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The  prifon  of  the  Stas-Klamars.  Raetter,  which  I vifited 
in  the  month  of  February,  1779,  confifts  of  a number 
of  fmall  wards  upon  the  ground  floor  below  the  court  of 
juftice : the  largeft  of  thefe  wards  is  thirty  feet  fquaro ; the 
others  are  twenty  by  eight,  ten  by  fix,  and  eight  by  four. 
In  the  fmalleft,  three,  four,  or  five  perforis  at  m oft  are  con- 
fined. There  are  cafements  to  the  windows:  which  do  not 
<^pen ; but  jn  order  to  let  , in  air,  the  doors  are  left  open,  while 
each  pfi(on6F  is.  allowed  to, walk:  in  the  paflage  for  about  half 
an  hour  in  the  day.  There  are  Ihnall  ventilators  in  the  cafe- 
ments  of  two  rooms.  There  were'  in  all  twenty-four  pri- 
foners  j men  and  women  kept  feparate.  Two  women  were 
condemned  to  live  upon  bread  and  water  for  eight  days; 
and  three  men  in  another  apartment  for  twelve  days.  Felons 
Irave  chains,  and  are  brought  before  the  judge  in  irons.  Se- 
veral dark  and  unwholefome:  dungeons'  under  ground  ; but 
they  are  now  feldom  made  ufe  of.'  ' ■'  > ■ ‘ ' ' 

I next  vifi ted  the  prifon  of  the  Nora-Ki'amars  Raetter,  or 
court  of  juftice  for  the  Northern  diftrift  of  the  town.'  ThO 
■wards  are  on  the  third  ftory  : they  confift  of  a range  of 
fmall  rooms,  each  of  which  contains  no  more  than  four 
perfons,  as  the  jailer  informed  me,  for  fear  of  ficknef?.'  The 
windows  have  cafements  which  Open.  The  wards  are  fwepped 
c.yer-y  day  by  the.  prifoners : this  prifon  was  kept  remark- 
ably^ clean  j within  were  eighteen  prifoners. 

Jn  thefe  two  prifons  the  criminals  are  kept  until  their  trial 
is  over  ; if  the.  fentence  is  capital,  they  are  fent  to  the  Smedje- 

prcvalls.  But  this  inllitutlon,  according  to  prefent  praftice,  is  a mere  formality  5 
foY  the  opinion  of  the  ttvclre  pcafants  only  prevails  againft  the  decifion  of  the 
judge  when  they  all  agree;  and  they  ari  not  obliged,  as  with  us,  to  be  unanimous. 

This  inftitution  howevep  is  curious,  as  it  is  probably  the  only  remains  of  the 
antient  trial  by  jury,  which  was  formerly  the  common  praiHce  in  thefe  northern 
countries,  and  from  whence  it  was  introduced  into  England  by  Alfred  the 
Great, 
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garden ; if  not,  they  are  punifhed,  and  are  either  difmiflcd 
or  ■ fent  to  the  galleys.  Each  prifoner  receives  fix  ftivers  per 
day  : no  bed  or  ftraw  allowed. 

The  principal  prifon  called  Smedjegardcn  is  a brick  build- 
ing in  an  airy  part  of  the  town,  not  far  from  the  water  : it 
has  a court-yard  enclofed  within  high  palifadoes. 

There  is  one  large  vaulted  room  for  the  men  upon  the  fecond 
floor,  twenty-four  feet  fquare  : in  which  were  twenty  prifoncrs. 
The  felons  were  only  in  irons : no  bed  or  llraw  allowed  ; the 
prifoners  fleep  in  their  cloaths  upon  the  floor,  or  upon  a broad 
bench  which  projefts  from  the  wall.  A large  window,  with 
a glafs  cafement  and  iron  bars  before  ir,  is  all  day  kept  open. 
The  prifoners  are  obliged  to  I'weep  this  ward  every  day,  and 
to  wafli  it  three  times  every  fummer : it  is  fmoked  three  times 
a day  by  burning  juniper  berries.  They  are  allowed  to  go  in- 
to the  court-yard  twice  a day^  at  eight  in  the  morning  and  four 
in  the  evening,  and  to  flay  there  an  hour  each  time.  The 
jailer  takes  care  that  each  prifoner  waflics  himfelf  at  the 
pump  ; which  is  in  the  court-yard  ; and  they  all  provide  them- 
Llves  with  as  much  water  as  they  chufe  at  thefc  hours.  The 
ward  has  a ftove  in  it  ; and  fome  wood  for  firing  is  allowed. 

j 

The  women  are  confined  in  a feparate  room,  which  is 
much  neater  than  that  for  the  men  : there  were  three  women ; 
one  for  a capital  offence,  but  file  was  not  in  irons.  The 
jailer  told  me,  the  women  were  never  chained,  except  in  cafe 
of  bad  and  mutinous  behaviour.  They  are  allowed  to  work 
for  their  own  profit;  When  I faw  them  they  were  occupied 
in  fpinning  : the  men  are  not  fulfercd  to  work,  for  fear  of  their 
making  ul'e'of  the  tools  to  effedfuate  their  efcape. 

■ There  is  a fmall  room  near  the  chapel,  into  which  the  cri- 
minal is  removed'  a few  days  before  execution,  where  the 
prieft  attends,  and  prepares  him  for,  death. 
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The  prifoners  receive  each  fix  ftivers  per  day ; which  arc 
paid  regularly  every  morning.  The  jailer  has  a falary  of  33I 
rix-dollars  *,  81.  6s.  8d.  befides  houfe,  firing  and  candles.  He 
fells  provifions,  beer,  and  fpirituous  liquors  to  the  prifoners,  at 
the  current  price,  but  they  are  not  obliged  to  purchafe  of 
him  f . 

The  fick  prifoners  are  attended  regularly  by  a furgeon,  and 
the  expence  is  paid  by  government.  In  cafe  of  any  epidemi- 
cal diforder  the  patient  is  immediately  removed  into  ano- 
ther room.  Once  a week  a perfon  commiflioned  by  government 
vifits  this  jail ; and  to  him  the  prifoners  may  complain  in  cafe, 
lof  ill  ufage  from  the  jailer  or  his  afiiftants. 

Under  ground  are  feveral  dark  dungeons,  which  are  never 
fufed  but  in  cafe  of  mutinous  behaviour,  I faw  alfo  the  tor- 
ture-chamber; which,  by  the  king’s  humanity,  is  now  ren- 
dered totally  ufelefs. 

The  debtor’s  prifon  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  town ; ’ 
(and  is  appropriated  folely  to  debtors.  There  were  twelve  deb- 
itors ; the  jailer  told  me  that  thirty  was  the  largeft  number  he 
ever  remembered  to  have  been  confined  at  one  time ; and  he 
has  been  jailer  above  twenty  years.  The  men  and  women 
irc  kept  feparate;  and  the  families  of  the  debtors,  though 
illowcd  to  vifit  the  prifoners,  are  not  permitted  to  refide  in  the 
Jrifon. 

The  largefi;  room  is  4s;  feet  long,  and  36  broad : in  which 
were  only  three  prifoners.  There  are  lied-fteads,  but  no  beds. 
Each  debtor  receives  fix  ftivers  per  day.  If  the  prifoner  is  fick 

> . - I 

* A Swedifh  rix-dollar,  equal  to  55. 

t 1 faw  the  bread  and  tafted  it,  and  it  was  not  bad : 28  lods  of  black  rye 
}icad  arc  fold  for  two  ftivers  ; two  of  white  bre;id  for  two  runftics  ; a quart  of 
trong  beer  for  fix  ftivers ; a quart  of  ftnall-beer,  for  two  and  two  and  an  half 
runftics;  a wine  glafs  of  brandy  for  three  ftivers.  A fliver  is  equal  to  three 

j^nftic,.  A S\scdiih  pound  contains  32  lod  : an  EnglHh  pound,  36  and  a 
iFradtion. 
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itrd'p'oorj  HHe 'art’en^khce  of  a*phyfician  or  furgcon,  and  tht; 
necefTa'r'y'Tliedicfmds'are  furni'ftied  by  government. 

■ %’h’e’ jailer  I ivfes  in’the  houfe;  his  falary  »s'33j.  rix-dollars^i 
tcfides'^ouTCj  firihg,  *and  candles  : he  alfo' receives  12  ftiver:. 
jj>dr'\^ek  from  the  Creditors  for^tlie  lodging  each  debtor.  Hf 


fells  fpirituous  liquors  and  prpvilions  to  the  prifoners,  if  the*i 
.biiy  them’;'othefvviTe  'lie  is  obliged  to  fend  into*th> 


it 


t 


fd^  for  them.  Thei'e  ate  fdur‘‘under*Jailers,  each  vvith.;: 
falary  'of  20  rrx-dbliars,  'or  about  5I. 

I m'ade  particular  ehqiiiries  whether  the  law  * rhentidned  abaw 

■ . i7  * 

relating  to  the  deduClion  of  a certain  fum  from  "the  debt  hat 
been  lately  put  in  force;  but  the  jailer  affurcd  me  that  he  haii 
fe^Cn  rlo  ihftance  of  it  lihce“he'had  heeh  jailer. 

At  Stockholm  there  are"feveral  houfes  of  correction  : th 
principal  of  which  iis  called,  Spin-Haus  : it  is  placed  in  th 
fields,  in  a very  airy  fituation  at  the  very  extremity  of  th 
fubuVbs  of  St.Mary,  near  a large  lake.  The  building  is  fpaciousi 
V'lth  a large  court-yard  : dne  fide  is  for  men,  the  other  fa 
VvomCn.  ^me  qonVift's  are  for  life;  others  For  a certai; 
tet'm';*  from  fix  months  ^to  ten,  fifteen,  thirty  years.  Befide: 
cWihitials,' ^oAieh  df  the  toivn  and  vagabonds  are  confine, 
there  : they  are  piiVin  the  fahie  rooms  vidth  the  others,  an 
obliged  to  the  fame  portion  of  work  ; only  their  term  of  con 
fnement  is  of  a fliorter  duration.  Boys  are  fent  to  this  hou.. 
of  CofrCftiort  fo  youhg  aS  at  fix  ‘or  fcven  years  of  age  j 
fhdckihg  abhfe; 

There  are  at  prefent  87  \yomeh ; and  nihctccn  men  ar 


ti 


bovs.  The  women’s  fide  contains  four  large  rooms  _ 
ujcnV.two;  all  of  the-fanic  fizcj  namely  40  feet  by  20.  Ki 
more  than-  25  are  ever  confined  in  the  fame  room.  Beds  a 
allowed,  namely  a ftraw  rnattrafs  and  blankets,  but  no  flicet 
two  in  each  bed.  They  have  no  ieparatc  work-room  j b 

♦ See  page  33. 
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pin  in  the  dormitories.  The  prifongrs  whO' are  confined  for 
iny  time  are  clothed  ; each  of  thefe  peffbns  . receivies^^ljQ^^^ 
„ fliirts  or  fhifts  a ye^,.^ aiyd;  twp 

jj^Pneir  linen  is  walhed  every  week  by_ a lyalh.erf-.wprpan^elQflg-,, 
’ng  to  the  houfc.  Each  room  is  fvvept  every  dayj^.and^w^flied 
fortnight,  by  the  convi^s,.  in  rotation^:  forjthi^addi- 
^.onal  employment  an  adequate  portion  of,  their  daijly  .work 
' remitted  to  thofe  whi^  turn  it  is.  ' 

Both  men  and  women  are  employed  in  .ipinijijipg  wop^j^fos. 

3j,  fpid.isrs  cloth  fon^ierly  the  jtaj^-mafl_e)C,j 

tai  .with  government  . for. t,he,  prjfon^j^", 

ut  this  contraft  vyas  attend^  vvith  fp.many,gryaj:  afi^es^  thay 
IS  taken  from  private  contradprs,  ,;and.,confip,ec^,.tp^^^^^^  I 
..  leSion  of  the  chambcr^of  commerce.  Each  perfon  is  obl/ged 
I • fiirnirii  two^  ftrangs  a day,  Sundays  excepted  3- 

ifirang  weighs  a Svyedilh  “pound,  and'  is  equal  "in  length  to  ’ 

no  _n’  ^ . ..  ° 


[>ij  r ; "'t, . • ~~~  j: ’ — " . ‘ itugui  10 

3iiii'i’°°  ells  They  deliver  in  , their  work  every 

Rturday  ; and  on  that  day  they  furniih  only  one  ftrana.  If 


ly  perfon  fpins  morp  than  two^and/'a  half  .firang,,  thq^^ 

^'^^tplus  at  the  rate'pf  two  fiivers  pprRrang  i 
: >:i  overplus  is  fuhtraacd  from,  their  future  work- 

lat  IS,  as  many  two  and  a half  firangs  as  ^ prifoney  deliyer.^,,,, 
above  the  ufual^  work,  fo  many,  days  a^e  fubtraaed  front 
of  the  . confinement.  But  they  vyho  a,c,,:9ndumnef  . 
1 life,  receive  the  two  fl, vers  per  flrang,,  .with^u,!  /; 

•jffion  of  A,  rerm.  The  jailer  told  me,  that  with  iuedTanC,  , 
four  itwas  poffible  to  furnilh  four  ftrangs  a day.  ' ' ' 

Every  day  each  perfon  receives^  pound  of  j'ye’-'breai  ?ntt  . 
fee  pints  of  fraall.beer;  Mondays  and  Thurf^ays,  4 pint  " 

■ pearl  barley  broth,  and  a quarter  of  a poupd  of  pichled  .., 
1 faked  herrin''^.  “ 
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Tuefday  and  Friday  a pint  of  peafe  foup,  with  half  a 
pound  of  falt-meat. 

Wednefday,  a pickled  herring,  and  a pint  of  milk  and 
water,  boiled  with  pearl-barley. 

Saturday,  a pint  of  ftrong-beer  broth, 

Sunday,  half  a pound  of  frelh  meat  in  broth,  with  pearl- •! 
barley ; in  fummer  they  have  fometimes  vegetables  on  Sundays..] 
There  is  an  infirmary  for  the  fick,  which  did  not  feeini 
well  attended  to,  for  the  fexes  are  not  kept  in  feparate  apart-- 
ments.  In  a fmall  room  vvhich  contained  three  beds  were: 
two  lick  women  in  one  bed,  and  two  boys  in  another.  There: 
is  a clergyman  relident  in  the  houfe  j and  there  are  prayers  andJ 
a fermon  regularly  every  Sunday. 


Rlx'dollart. 
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The  falary  of  the  Infpeftof, 
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A fund  of  1666  rix-dollars,  or  about  416I.  los.  ariling  from 
certain  duties  upon  coal  and  coffee,  is  affigned  for  the  fupporr! 
of 'this  inftltutlon  : the  remaining  expence  is  fupplied  by  thu 
work  of  the  prifoners. 

There  is  another  houfe  of  correfUon  upon  a fmaller  fcale. 
and  appropriated  folely  to  women.  This  houfe  and  the  la. 
bour  of  the  convifls  is  farmed  out  to  a private  merchant,  wh 
lets  it  to  two  other  perfons.  At  prefent  there  are  twenty-fiv' 
women;  of  whom  thirteen  are  for  life;  the  others  for 
certain  term,  not  lefs  than  four  years. 

There  are  three  apartments  for  the  prifoners ; two  c 
twenty-one  feet  fquare  ; and  another  fmaller  one  : the  tw 
former  contained' each  nine  perfons ; the  fmaller  feven.  The 
are  allowed  a bed-ftead,  liair-mattrafTes  and  coverlets,  but  n I 
flieets;  they  work  in  the  fame  room  in  which  they  lie.  The  I 


( 

! 


(: 


4 


are  employed  in  fpinning  thread  : tliey  receive  each  fix  fti- 
vers  per  day,  and  are  obliged  every  clay  to  furnifli  two 
ftrang  of  thread.  They  work  every  day,  Sundays  excepted, 
and  are  allowed  to  go  in  the  court-yard  as  much  as  they 
pleafe,  provided  they  deliver  in  their  portion  of  work.  In 
•cafe  of  ficknefs  they  are  fent  to  the  hofpital. 

The  jailer  lives  in  the  ‘houfe ; receives  two  runftics  for- 
each  ftrang  of  bread  ; and  befides,  is  allowed  a fmall  quan- 
tity of  firing;  he  fells  beer  and  provifions  to  the  prifoners. 

I perceived  feveral  inftances  of  great  abufe  in  this  houfe  of 
corredion,  as  muft  always  be  the  cafe  where  the  work  of  the 
prifoners  is  farmed  out  to  private  perfcn*'. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  give  a defcription  of  all  the  hof- 
pitals  which  I vifited  during  my  continuance  at  Stockholm  ; 
it  will  be  fufficient  to  mention  the  moft  remai'kable. 

The  hofpital  for  the  fick  contains  room  for  forty-two  pa-  HOSPIT  Atf 
tients,  exclufive  of  peribns  ill  of  the  venereal  diforder,  ,who  s 
are  put  togethe-.  It  is  fituated  near  the  water : the  largeft 
rooms  are  twenty-fix  feet  fquare ; in  thefc  are  no'  more  than 
eight  beds,  one  perfon  only  in  a bed. 

The  fmall  rooms  contain  from  two  to  fix  beds,  according  to 
their  fi^e.  The  rooms  arc  ftrcwred  with  fir-boughs,  and  fmoked 
continually  by  burning  juniper-berries  and  branches  ; in  win- 
ter the  patients  have  clean,  linen  every  fortnight;  in  fummer 
every  week. 

I favv  the  dinner  cliftrihuted  to  the  patients;  the  diflies  and 
bowels.  Sec.  were  remarkably  bright  and  clean. 

This  hofpital  is  regularly  vifited  every  day  by  Mr.  Akren, 
dlreftor  general  of  the  hofpitals,  which  is  the  reafon  it  is 
fo  well  kept,  and  that  the  greateft  attention  is  paid  to  clean- 
linefs. 

The  lying-in  hofpital  is  a moll  excellent  inftitutlon.  The  lyinc-i>t 
houfe  is  quite  private  in  the  middle  of  the  town : tliere  is  i au, 
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room  for  eleven  women  ; one  large  room,  twenty  feet  by 
twelve,  contains  four  beds ; the  fmaller  apariinents  two  beds  j 
others  only  one.  The  women  who  can  afford  it,  pay  upon 
their  admittance  a rix-dollar  and  54  Rivers,  about  equal  to 
6s.  5d. ; and  twice  that  fum,  if  they  chufe  a feparate  room. 
The  poor  are  admitted  gratis.  Women  are  received  in  a mafk, 
and  are  delivered  without  any  queftions  being  afked.  The 
linen  is  changed  every  three  days;  juniper  boughs  and  berries 
are  burnt  conflantly  in  the  rooms ; the  moft  uncommon  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  cleanlinefs,  and  to  keeping  the  rooms  airy. 
The  rooms  were  fo  neat  and  clean,  that  there  was  not  the 
leaft  difagreeable  fmell ; though  we  pafied  through  the  apart- 
ments, W'^herein  were  feveral  women,  who  had  been,  only  de- 
livered two  days  before.  The  head  man-mid-wife  affured  me, 
that  formerly  when  more  beds  were  in  a room,  and  before 
i'uch  great  care  was  given  to  cleanlinefs,  a much  greater  num- 
ber ufed  to  die  than  is  the  cafe  at  prifent.  Upon  an  average 
about  200  women  are  delivered  here  in  the  year. 

The  annual  fund  at  prefent  is  only  500  rixdollars,  equal 
to  125!,;  but  in  a few  years  it  will  be  confiderably  aug- 
mented. 

The  head  man-midwife  has  very  good  apartments,  and  re- 
ceives a falary  of 
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They  are  not  allowed  to  praftife  elfewhcre. 

Women  arc  taken  in  as  apprentices,  to  learn  midwifery  : they 
live  in  the  town,  but  attend  by  turns  in  the  day  j there  were 
40  of  thefe  apprentices. 

At  Uplal,  the  prlfon  for  malefaftors  is  in  the  caftle,  fituated 
without  the  town.  There  were  fix  prifoners;  four  men 

confuie'' 
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confined  in  one  ward,  and  two  women  in  another.  The 
prifons  are  regulated  in  general  like  thofe  of  Stockholm. 

In  this  part  of  the  caftle  the  jailer  fliewed  me  fome  fubter- 

raneous  dungeons,  which  were  formerly  appropriated  to  ftate 

prifoners ; in  one  of  which  the  celebrated  Svante  S ure 

was  imprifoned  by  Eric  XIV.  king  of  Sweden.  It  is  a 

remark  very  flattering  to  the  humanity  of  the  prefent  times, 

that  in  many  countries  of  Europe,  thofe  dungeons  in  which 

prifoners  of  ftate  were  formerly  confined,  are  now  thought  too 

difinal  and  unwholefome  for  the  temporary  imprifonment  of 

common  malefaftors. 

» 

Above  ftairs  are  two  or  three  rooms  for  debtors ; but  there 
were  none  when  I was  there.  The  jailer  told  me,  that  feven 
years  ago  a woman,  who  owed  no  more  than  five  rix- 
dollars,  was  imprifoned  for  debt  in  this  caftle : that 

her  cafe  was  fp  hard^  and  her  creditor  fo  mercilefs,  that 
the  judge  ordered  24  ftiyers,  ecjual  to  feven  pence  half-penny, 
to  be  daily  fubftradled  from  the  debt*  by  which  means  flie 
was  releafed  at  the  expiration  of  two  rnonths. 

At  Marienftadt  the  prifon  is  lately  built;  it  is  fltuated 
without  the  town,  pear  the  river  Tida,  and  the  lake 
Wenner.  It  is  a large  brick  building,  with  a court-yard,  fur- 
rounded  by  a high  wall : the  wards  for  the  prifoners  are  upon 
the  ground-floor,  and  above  ftairs ; the  fmalleft  room  is  14 
feet  by  10;  in  which  never  more  than  eight  are  confined  at 
once  : felons  and  lefler  criminals  are  put  together ; the  fo'rmer 
are  in  chains.  The  women  are  confined  together,  but  are 
never  in  chains.  There  were  three  men  and  four  women  : 
one  of  the  women  was  confined  for  life,  for  the  murder  of  her 
baftard  child  : fhe  was  in  the  fame  ward  with  the  other 
women.  The  jailer  is  refident  in  the  houfe,  and  fells  fpiri- 
tuous  liquors  and  provifions.  A mom  is  appropriated  to  the 
flek,  who  are  vilited  at  the  exjience  of  the  crown  : the  rooms 
were  kept  very  neat,  clean,  and  airy. 
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There  is  a room  for  debtors,  which,  was  empty. 

The  prifon  at  Gothenburg  is  the  word  I have  feen  in  Swe- 
den : it  is  in  the  town-houfe  : the  wards  for  criminals  are  fub- 
terraneous  dungeons,  very  damp  and  unwholefome.  I went 
down  feveral  fteps  to  them.  There  were  fix  prifoners ; four 
men  in  one  ward,  and  two  women  in  another.  One  of  thefe 
women  was  imprifoned  for  debt ; the  other  for  thej  murder  of 
her  baftard  child : the  latter  had  with  her  a child  of  fix  years 
old.  The  men  were  confined  for  mifdemeanors. 

The  largeft  ward,  in  which  the  women  were  confined,  is  26 
feet  by  17 ; the  others,  16  by  12.  Thefe  wards  have  doves  ; 
barrack  bedheads  without  beds,  draw  or  coverlets.  The 
prifoners  receive  each  fix  divers  per  day  : they  are  allowed  to 
go  into  a court-yard  for  a few  minutes  every  day  : they  looked 
wan  and  unhealthy;  which  circupidance  was  owing  to  the 
dampnefs  of  the  cells.  I happened  to  vifit  this  prifon  about 
the  time  when  the  prifoners  were  accudomed  to  be  let  out  : 
they  were  all  at  the  door  of  the  cell,  impatiently  waiting  for 
the  happy  moment ; and  upon  the  door  being  opened, 
the  pleafure  which  they  enjoyed  in  going  up  dairs  for  a few 
minutes  was  vifible  in  their  countenances. 

Above  dairs  ai-e  two  rooms  for  debtors,  which  communicate 
to  each  other.  They  are  nearly  of  the  fame  fize,  about  26 
feet  fquare  : within  were  three  debtors.  Allowance,  fix  divers 
per  day. 

Convidls,  or  as  they  are  commonly  called,  galley- flaves,  are 
confined  in  the  guard-houfe : fixteen  were  put  in  one  room  ; 
which  was  30  feet  fquare,  and  24  broad.  Some  are  condemned 
for  life  ; others  for  a longer  and  fliorter  period,  according  to 
the  nature  of  their  crimes.  Some  of  thofe  for  life  had  been 
convi£led  of  unnatural  crimes,  repeated  thefts,  forgery,  defer- 
tion  : they  had  chains  round  their  legs  j the  others  were  no( 
in  irons. 


Each 


Each  convi£l  receives  a coarfe  drugget  coat,  waiftcoat,  and 
breeches,  every  three  years ; a fliirt,  one  pair  of  ihoes,  and 
;ftockings,  every  year.  They  work  out  vyith  a guard,  and  are 
employed  in  cleanfing  the  town,  and  at  other  public  works ; in 
fummer,  from  fix  in  the  morning  to  eleven,  and  from  one  to  fix  ; 
iin  winter  from  nine  to  eleven,  and  from  one  to  four.  In  cafe  of 
lany  contagious  diftemper,  the  fick  perfon  is  immediately  fent 
linto  a feparate  room. 

The  Gonvifls  at  Carlfcrona  are  confined  in  four  rooms  in  the 
Iguard-houfe ; there  were  fixty.  Some  are  confined  for  life; 
(Others  for  a certain  term ; but  no  difference  is  made,  either 
(with  rcfpe£l  to  work  or  rooms.  The  former  are  moftly 
(chained  ; but  If  they  behave  well,  their  chains  are  fometimes 
(taken  off,  they  receive  each  four  flivers  per  day,  ^and  one 
: pound  and  an  half  of  bread  ; which  is  made  of  one -third  rye, 
t land  two  thirds  barley.  They  work  at  the  public  works  in  the 
I idock,  and  in  the  town;  in  fummer  eight  hours  a day,  and 
I jin  winter  fix. 

I , There  is  a room  which  feryes  for  an  infirmary.;  clothes  of 
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ON  THE  PUNISHMENTS  FOR  CRIMINAL  OFFE] 

-PRISONS  AND  HOSPITA. 


CEs  'in  DENMARK- 

••  .■■n'  . . 

OF  COPENHAGEN. 


n 


PUNISH-  H E common  method  of  execution  in  Denmaik  is  i R 

' g hnrioinfr  T in  fnmp  rnTp  nc  'lornrroir^fpl 


DENMARK.  hfadlfig  and  hanging  T in  fomc  calc,  as  an  aggravatij 

of  the  punifliment,  the  hand  is  chopped  off  before  the  otH 
part  of  the  fentence  is  executed.  For  tlie  moft  atrocious  cnmrJj 
fuch  as  the  murder  of  a father  or  mother,  hufband  or  w;i 
and  robbery' upon  the  highway,  the  malefadlor  is  brokenij 
the  wheel.  Capital  punifhments  are  not  common  in  Di', 
mark  j and  though  the  penal  laws  are  not  fo  mild  as  in  S\ 
den,  yet  with  refped  to  the  former,  the  fame  remark  will  K| 
good  which  I made  upon  the  latter;  namely,  that  fev<^ 
crimes,  which  in  other  countries  are  capital,  are  not  there 
niflicd  with  death.  The  principal  modes  of  punifhment, 
ildes  thofe  juft  mentioned,  are  branding  in  the  face,  whippi 
condemnation  to  the  rafp-houfe,  to  houfes  of  corredion,  J '*3 
public  labour  and  imprifonment ; and  thefe  are  varied  in 
ration  and  rigour,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  crime,  i ^ 

T 
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There  is  a fpecies  of  criminals  common  in  Denmark, 

vho  deferve  to  be  mentioned  for  the  fingularity  of  their  crime, 

nd  for  the  efficacious  method  which  the  judges  have  taken  to 

Iminifh  their  number.  Thefe  perfons  are  weary  of  life  ; but, 

onceiving  fuicide  to  be  an  unpardonable  fin,  murder  children 

a order  to  get  rid  of  their  own  exiftence  by  the  hands  of  juf- 

ice  : for  they  think  it  meritorious  to  kill  a child  ; whom,  ac* 

oi'ding  to  their  wild  and  dreadful  notions,  they  then  fave 

roll!  certain  mifery  in  this  world,  and  fecure  it  certain  hap- 

Inefs  in  the  next  by  deftroying  it  when  incapable  of  a£lual 

m.  In  order  to  put  a flop  to  this  fpecies  of  madnefs,  fuch 

erfuns,  in  (lead  of  being  punifhed  with  death,  the  objeft  of 

,licir  defire,  are  condemned  for  life  to  hard  labour  and  im- 
E;  . . . . 

>rifoment ; and  are  publicly  whipped  on  the  day  in  which  they 

lommitted  the  murder,  either  on  the  fpot  where  it  was  com-f 

uitted,  or  under  the  gallows.  This  punifhment,  which  is  in- 

ariably  carried  into  execution  without  mercy,  has  in  a great- 

. neafure  put  a flop  to  this  horrid  fpecies  of  murder. 

, The  prifons  of  Denmark,  like  thofe  of  Sweden,  are  in  ge- 


neral well  reo;ulated. 

o:t  I ° 


There  is  always  a refident  with  a fala- 
y annexed.  Contagious  diftempers  are  alfo  prevented  by 


GEN. 


^ot  over-crowding  the  goals  j and  by  taking  care  to  remove 
^ prifoner  who  is  fick  of  any  violent  diforder.  The  fcxes  are 
Iways  kept  in  feparate  rooms. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Copenhagen,  in  the  month  of  copenha- 
\pril,  1 vifitcd  the  principal  prifons  and  hofpitals.  The  city 
ail,  called  Slutterie,  is  fituated  in  the  midfl  of  the  town: 
here  are  wards  for  the  prifoners  above,  and  dungeons  be- 
In  one  room,  27  feet  by  10,  were  feven  women,  , 
efly  iinpnloned  for  theft.  They  were  at  needle-work  when 
' entered  the  room,  which  was  very  clean  and  neat ; two  men 
Kere  confined  in  another  room  much  fmaller : the  dungeons 


ow. 

ihiel 

:k 
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^'iiciovv 


are  very  fcidom  made  ufe  of,  except  for  perfons  guilty 
5 of 
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of  atrocious  crimes,  or  in  cafe  of  mutinous  or  refraftory  be- 
haviour. Some  of  the  dungeons  are  quite  dark  } others  have< 
a fmall  window.  Criminals  convifted  of  capital  crimes  artt 
put  into  thefe  dark  dungeons  the  day  before  the  execution 
each  perfon  feparately.  The  prifoners  are  never  put  in  irons 
each  perfon  receives  two  ftivers  Danifh  per  day  ; about  two> 
pence  Englifh. 

In  the  fame  prifou  are  rooms  for  debtors  above  flairs : them 
were  eleven : each  have  a feparate  room,  with  a bedflead  all 
lowed  (but  no  bed),  a chair  and  table.  They  are  confined  um 
til  the  debt  is  paidj  or  the  creditor  releafes  them.  They  fe: 
ceive  three  flivers  per  day  from  the  creditor;  and  the  lattej 
pays  twelve  flivers  per  week  to  a jailer,  for  the  debtor’s  apart 
tnents  : the  debtors  are  allowed  to  go  about  the  prifon,  and  i 
the  court-yard ; this  liberty  is  never  granted  to  the  criminal:!: 

The  jailer  fells  fpirituous  liquors  and  provifions : his  fa 
lary  is  lOO  * rix-dollars,  equal  to  20I.  per  ann. ; he  always  v 
fides  in  the  houfe,  and  has  good  apartments. 

There  is  a chapel  in  this  prifon,  and  a chaplain  appointc 
to  read  prayers  and  preach  every  Sunday,  with  a falary 
aoo  rix-dollars,  equal  to  40I.  per  ann.  The  debtors  ara’® 
criminals  attend  chapel : they  have  diflinft  places. 

A phyfleian  is  paid  by  the  magiflrate  to  attend  on  tl  jj^- 
prifons  ; he  vifits  the  debtors  as  well  as  the  criminals.  If  thll*i: 
debtor  is  fick  he  may  go  to  Frederic’s  hofpital,  if  he  c; 
pay  the  fum  required  for  admiflion  ; in  cafe  he  cannot,  1 
is  fent  to  the  hofpital  belonging  to  the  houfe  of  correftio 
The  convidls  who  are  flek  are  fent  to  this  latter  hofpital.. 

The  Blaetern  is  in  an  airy  part  of  the  town,  near  ru 
ning  water:  this  prifon  is  chiefly  appropriated  to  crimin;. 
belonging  to  the  court  and  bailiage  of  Copenhagen. 


1 


* A Danifli  rix-dollar  = 4s.  A DanUh  ftlver  — i<J. 
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There  are  fix  rooms  for  criminal?,  and  two  dungeons  ; the 
latter  is  never  made  ufe  of.  The  number  of  prifoners 
amounted  to  eleven : the  largeft  room  was  fifteen  feet  by- 
twelve  : feldom  more  than  four  perfons  are  confined  in  it. 
In  the  other  wards,  which  were  about  ten  feet  fquare,  were 
two  prifoners  : only  four  rooms  had  cafements  ; the  men  and 
-u'omen  feparate;  bedfteads  allowed,  but  no  beds  or  coverlets. 
The  prifoners  receive  two  flivers  per  day  i half  a pound  of 
good  rye-bread  is  fold  for  half  a ftiver;  but  the  bread  which 
the  prifoners  moftly  live  upon,  is  a mixture  of  rye  and  bran, 
very  bad,  and  affording  little  nourifiiment  : three  pounds 
and  a half  of  this  bread  are  fold  for  two  flivers. 

The  jailer  has  apartments  in  the  prifon;  his  falary  is  70 
rix-dollars  per  ann.  and  he  has  a licence  for  keeping  an  alehoufe. 

The  prifoners  are  never  fuffered  to  go  out  of  their  rooms  : 
they  looked  very  pale  and  wretched,  and  the  jailer  told  nig 
^hey  could  fcarce  keep  life  and  foul  together  upon  their  al- 
lowance *. 

There  is  no  chapel  in  this  prifon. 

The  Stockhaus  prifon  is  fituated  in  the  extremity  of  the 
town,  clofe  to  the  ramparts:  within  are  confined  the galley- 
flaves  and  criminals,  in  different  fides  of  the  court  yard. 
There  are  nine  wards  for  the  prifoners  namely,  two  rooms  on 
the  ground-floor  -and  feven  fubterraneous  dungeons : the  two 
former  were  eighteen  feet  by  twelve,  and  chiefly  referved  for 
women  ; in  one  of  thefe  were  five  women  for  theft ; thefc 
rooms  were  clean  and  airy,  with  cafements  and  floves. 


* I always  found  a great  difference  in  the  look  of  the  prifoners  and  the  fmell  o£ 
the  rooms,  where  they  arc  never  fuffered  to  go  into  the  court-yard.  When  that 
permiflion  is  granted,  though  only  for  a few  minutes,  twice  a day,  the  prifo- 
ners in  genera)  arc  more  healthy,  and  the  rooms  cleaner  and  more  free  from  dif»- 
grceablc  fmclls. 


H 
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The  dungeons  below  are  20  by  18  feet,  with  iron  grates,  1 
W'ithout  cafemeiits,  which  look,  into  the  court-yard. 

Two  of  thefe  dungeons  are  deftined  for  military  punifhment,  1: 
or  what  we  call  the  black  hole. 

One  is  appropriated  for  foldiers  when  capitally  convidled, 
and  one  for  malefaflors  during  trial.  I was  not  fufFcrcd  to  enter  1 
thefe  dungeons  *,  but  only  permitted  to  look  through  a lattice,  |i 
or  door ; they  appeared  damp  and  dirty  : in  one  were  four-  i| 
teen  prifoners;  none  were  in  irons.  ^ 

They  receive  two  ftivers  per  day. 

They  are  allowed  to  come  into  the  court-yard  twice  a day,,  ji 
morning  and  evening,  for  a quarter  of  an  hour  at  a time..,ii 
Soldiers  remain  here  till  execution  : other  felons  are  gene— 1!| 
rally  fent  to  the  Slutterie  to  prepare  them  for  death. 

. The  commiflion  of  enquiry  is  held  in  a room  upon  a:,'| 
ground-floor,  where  the  prifoners  are  examined  : and  although!, :| 
torture  is  aboliflied,  yet  there  ftill  exifts  a fpecies  of  interiorr 
torture,  which  conflfls  in  whipping  a prifoner,  in  order  tm[ 
make  him  confefs,  after  repeated  examinations:  the  cat’ oV): 
nine  tails,  which  is  the  inftrument  ufe.d  for  this  purpofe,  is>i 
hung  up  in  the  room. 

A malefaiflor  who  has  been  capitally  convicted,  but  par- 
doned by  the  king  and  fentenced  to  be  a galley-flave,  is  be- 
headed after  his  death,  and  his  head  fet  upon  a pole  on  thej 
gallows. 

The  jailer  for  the  prifoners  has  a fal.'iry  of  1 70  rix-dollars  pei: ' 
ann.  ccjual  to  34I. ; namely,  70  for  taking  care  of  the  prifoners 
in  this  jail,  and  100  from  the  city,  for  carrying  them  from 
the  other  jails  to  examination.  He  fells  neither  provifionai 
nor  fpirituous  liquors. 

* I always  thought  it  a badlign  when  the  jailer  would  not  permit  me  to  ente  i 
the  cells,  or  when  he  advllcd  me  not  to  go  in  on  account  of  the  bad  fmcll : au  ‘ 
indeed  in  fuch  cafes  I always  found  the  prifons  bad  and  dirty. 
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There  is  a chandler’s  fliop  in  the  court-yard,  In  which  the 
jailer  has  no  part : a pound  of  cheefe  is  fold  for  two  (livers; 
butter,  per  pound,  feven  or  eight  (livers ; white  bread,  four 
ounces,  a (liver : rye  bread,  a pound,  one  (liver. 

. The  galley-flaves,  or  convifts,  who  are  condemned  to 
public  labour,  are  confined  in  two  rooms  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  court-yard. 

The  (laves  who  have  been  guilty  of  capital  crimes,  .and  are 
condemned  for  life,  are  dlftinguillied  from  the  others  who 
are  fentenced  for  a certain  period  only,  by  the  appellation  dif- 
honourable : they  are  confined  in  a feparate  room  adjoining  to 
that  in  which  the  others  are  put ; the  former  amounted  to 
84,  the  latter  51.  Both  thele  rooms  are  upon  the  ground- 
floor.  The  dlfhonourable  (laves  are  chiefly  for  the  commif- 
fion  of  unnatural  crimes,  forgery,  repeated  thefts,  frequent 
defertion  from  the  army,  &c.  They  have  chains  round  one  of 
their  legs  ; thofe  who  have  endeavoured  to  efoape,  have  chains 
round  both  their  legs  : one  man,  who  had  been  caught  feve- 
ral  times  in  attempting  to  get  away,  was  chained  to  a wheel- 
barrow, which  is  never  unloofed,  not  even  by  night. 

They  are  employed  in  the  public  works,  fuch  as  cleanfing 
the  town,  and  working  at  the  fortifications : they  work  every 
day,  except  Sundays  ; in  fummer,  from  five  to  eleven ; winter, 
from  feven  to  eleven. 

Their  allowance  to  each  flave  is  one  (liver  Danifh  in  money, 
the  value  of  one  in  rye  bread,  which  ought  to  be  a pound,  but 
it  weighs  no  more  than  three  quarters.  In  fummer  when  they 
work  after  dinner  they  receive,  befides,  three  fkelins,  or 
three  half-pence.  All  the  (laves  arc  di-c(Ted  in  a coarfc  drug- 
get (lone-coloui-cd  coat,  with  red  (leeves : the  breeches  are 
half  white  and  half  red.  A new  coat  and  breeches  siven 

o 

once  in  three  years;  and  every  year  a (Itirt,  a pair  of  lloLklngs, 
3nd  wooden  fi.40  s. 
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No  difference  is  made  with  refpeft  to  the  work  and  allow- 
ance between  the  difhonourable  Haves  and  the  others.  They 
are  all  permitted  to  walk  about  the  court-yard,  guarded  by 
foldiers.  There  is  an  apartment  up  ftairs  for  the  fick ; it 
contains  fix  beds ; a furgeon,  penfioned  by  the  crown,  vifits 
the  patients  every  day. 

-There  is  a chapel  in  which  there  are  prayers  and  a fermon 
every  Sunday;  the  prifoners  make  their  appearance  as  well 
as  the  Haves;  the  feats  are  galleries,  fo  contrived  that  the 
Haves  and  prifoners  are  not  feen  by  the  foldiers  of  the  garri- 
fon,  who  fit  in  the  area  below. 

A chaplain  belonging  to  the  garrifon  does  duty  ; for  which 
he  receives  a falary  of  6o 'rix-dollars,  or  12I. 

5PIN-  - 'T'he  Spin-Haus,  or  houfe  of  corredlion,  wherein  women  of 

HAUS,’ 

the  town,  vagabonds  and  beggars,  and  criminals,  are  con- 
demned to  hard  labour;  fomc  for  life,  others  for  a Hated  pe- 
riod. Petty  offenders,  women  of  the  town  and  vagabonds, 
are  put  together.  Criminals  who  have  been  whipped,  w'ork 
in  the  fame  room.  In  one  apartment  were *60  women  *,  who 
were  condemned  for  life,  for  the  murder  of  their  baHard 
children. 

The  dormitories  arc  feparate  from  the  working  rooms.  The 
women’s  room  is  about  feet  by  30,  and  contains  1 10  beds  ; 
two  fleep  in  each  bed  ; in  fummer  the  flieets  are  changed  | 
every  fix  weeks,  in  winter  every  two  months. 

I 

There  mutt  have  been  fome  alleviating  c’rcumflances  in  the  cafe  of  thefe  1 
unhappy  wretches  ; for  the  premeditated  murder  of  baftard  children  is  always  pu- 
pithed  with  death,  both  ip  Sweden  and  Denmark  ; though  in  both  thefe  coun-  I 
tries  I found  (as  in  this  hpufe  of  correfl.on)  fcveral  who  had  not  capitally  fuf-  i 
fered  for  that  crime.  In  fuch  inllances  it  is  veiy  difficult  and  indeed  impolllble  |' 
for  a foreigner,  unacquainted  with  the  language  .and  la,ws,  to  get  any  certain  infor-  I 
piation  of  all  the  circumftances  attending  the  commillion  of  the  murder,  fume  j' 

which  might  have  tended  to  alleviate  the  guilt.  . j 
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Both  men  and  women  are  employed  in  carding  and  fpinning 
wool  for  the  manufadfure  of  foldiers  cloth.  The  daily  work 
lof  each  prilbner  is  not  in  proportion  to  their  crime, 'but  to 
their  ftrength.  Some  are  obliged  to  card  every  day  i6  pound, 
or  fpin,  2-}  ftrang,  =:  8o  lod  of  thread  j others  fpin  50  lod, 
and  fome  no  more  than  40. 

Children  are  allowed  to  be  with  their  parents. 

On  the  ground-floor  are  feveral  wards  for  houfebreakers, 
murderers  *,  and  other  atrocious  crimes.  Thefe  are  imprifoned 
for  life,  and  are  confined  in  feparate  cells.  They  are  con- 
idemned  to  rafp  logwood  ; and  are  obliged  to  furnifh  fifteen 
ipound  a day  of  the  red  wood,  and  twenty  of  the  yellow  fort, 
'Thefe  criminals  are  in  irons,  and  are  never  fuffered  to  go  out 
of  their  cells. 

There  is  an  hofpital  in  the  fame  building  ; feparate  rooms 
, ;for  the  men  and  women  i the  largeft  room  is  30  feet  by  20; 
^ lin  which  were  14  beds;  two  patients  in  each  bed. 

The  allowance  to  the  prifoners  is  as  follows:  they  who  are 
j I condemned  to  rafp  wood,  which  is  a moft  laborious  employ- 
,1  iment,  receive  21  ftivers  per  week.  Convifts  fentenced  for 
llife,  to  card  and  fpin,  receive  16  fUvers.  Perfons  condemned 
J I for  a certain  period,  14;  a child  from  eight  to  ten  years  of 
_ iage,  12. 


J' 


rff 


There  is  a refident  chaplain  in  the  houfe,  whofe  falary  is 
1 60  rix-dol!ars  per  ann.  He  reads  prayers  every  morning,  and 
j preaches  a fermon  every  Sunday  f. 

: ^|  The  principal  hofpital  in  Copenhagen  is  called  Frederic’s 
I hofpital ; becaufe  it  was  founded  by  the  late  king  Frederic.  It 


* Namely  thofe  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  who  have 
•iffiroyed  children  in  order  to  die  by  the  hands  of  juftice  ; for  otherwife  wilful 
murder  is  always  punilhed  with  death. 

t I hold  myfelf  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Trefehow,  chaplain  to  the  garrlf.n  of 
Copenhagen,  for  the  information  he  gave  me  in  relation  to  the  police  and  prlfons 
t/f  Copenhagen. 
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PRISONS  AND  HOSPITALS,  kc. 


J“?.EDE- 

RIC'S 

FLEV- 

HAUS* 


is  a large  oblong-fquare  building,  with  a court-yard  and  garden., 
It  is  capable  of  containing  500  patients  : and  is  divided  intc. 
two  parts;  one  fuperintended  by  the  phyheian,  the  other  by  thtu^' 
furgeon.  The  largeft  room  is  90  feet  long,  and  24  broad., ;j 
and  contains  18  beds;  the  fmalleft  is  30  feet  by  24,  and  coni,;‘ 
tains  eight  beds;  one  patient  in  each  bed.  The  fick  who  ar  ,■ 
able  pay  one  rix-dollar,  and  one  mark  per  week,  or  abou:,i* 
£S.;  the  poor  are  admitted  gratis  upon  bringing  a certificatiif 
from  the  clergyman  of  the  parilh. 

There  are  alfo  feveral  rooms,  containing  only  one  bed,  apji 
propriated  tothofe  perfons  whochufe  to  pay  two  rix-dollars,  an  ,i| 
two  marks,  or  about  los.  per  week.  All  the  beds  have  line  j| 
curtains ; and  over  each  bed  is  a board,  upon  which  the  ph)  f 
lician  and  furgeon  write  down  every  day  the  diet  for  the  p. 
tient.  The  flieets  arc  changed  every  week,  and  the  lineal 
twice.  This  hofpital  was  kept  very  clean,  and  there  were  r :: 
bad  fmells.  In  this  hofpital  there  are  alfo  apartments  f: 
lying-in  women,  who  are  permitted  to  lie  in  fecretly. 

Frederic’s  Pleyhaus  is  an  inftitution  founded  alfo  by  the  la  , 
king:  the  building  is  a large  quadrangle.  One  part  is  allc  tl 
ted  to  old  foldiers,  after  they  have  ferved  25  years  ; to  f( - 
diers  widows,  and  children.  There  were  i66  men,  99  wome 
137  boys  and  76  girls.  They  are  clothed,  fed,  and  lodge’' 
and  each  of  the  old  people  receives,  befides,  a (keling  a d:. 
The  rooms  are  in  general  27  by  18;  containing  eleven  bee 
two  in  a bed  : the  flieets  are  changed  every  three  months . 
winter,  and  once  in  fix  weeks  in  fummer : the  linen  ev( 


fortnight  in  winter,  and  once  a week  in  fummer.  7'here 


four  feparate  infirmaries  for  the  old  men,  the  old  worn 
the  boys  and  the  girls. 

Another  part  of  the  fame  tjuadrangle  is  appropriated  to  p 
inhabitants  of  the  town  : they  are  lodged  and  receive  a In 
allowance  in  money,  namely,  from  four  flivers  a week 


f xu 
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fixtcen.  The  rooms  are  chiefly  about  1 6 to  20  feet  fquare, 
containing  about  eight  beds,  two  in  a bed.  They  are  all  al- 
lowed to  work  at  their  refpedtive  trades. 

In  this  part  of  the  houfe  there  is  another  Infirmary,  as  w^ell 
for  the  patients  of  the  houfe,  as  for  the  poor  fick  from  the 
town.  There  are  nine  rooms,  the  largeft  is  40  feet  by  20, 
and  contains  14  beds,  one  in  each  bed.  The  flieets  are 
changed  every  fix  weeks ; the  linen  every  fortnight  in  winter, 
and  once  a week  In  fummer.  Over  each  bed  there  is  a fmall 
fltelf,  containing  a pitcher,  mug,  plate  and  fpoon,  &c.  for  the 
ufe  of  the  patient. 
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Pa^e  Line 

I 5 for,  Highly  infliaed,  read,  lightly  infliaed. 

^ , 6 for,  in  a pulley,  read,  by  a pulley, 

g 6 for,  prince  Volkonifhi,  read,  prince  Volkonlki 

11  - 6 for,  feperate,  Separate. 

— 23  /or,  in  the  Ruffias,  in  - 

41  27  for,  bowels,  read,  bowls. 

47  20  fl/or  refident,  /«/rf  jailer*  . 
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Lately  publiflied  by  tlie  fame  Author, 
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Elegantly  printed  in  Quarto,  Price  i8s,in  boards, 
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